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Erik Vargas
STAFF WRITER
ith the introduction
of Mrs. Scoffie
as the new French
teacher this year,
students are learning a new teach-
ing style.

Mrs. Scoffie, a native speaker,
has taught French for one year
now. She said, “I love being at
the school,” and she said she
hopes to stay.

She uses a teaching method
that allows her students time to
learn and study, but she requires
her students to memorize the in-
formation for tests and quizzes.

Mrs. Scoffie said she follows
California’s Foreign Language
standard to guide her teaching.

She said, “I think [the students]
are very strong at writing and
reading, but they need more prac-
tice in oral expression and listen-
ing comprehension.”

The Foreign Language Frame-
work for California Public
Schools (FLF.CPS.) classifies
students who are generally in
their third or fourth year of lan-
guage study to be in Stage III.
The FLFECUPS. defines Stage
III as ‘the ability to comprehend
and produce planned language
(paragraphs and strings of para-

graphs)...Stage III language us-
ers deal with concrete and factual
topics of public interest (the ex-
ternal environment) in most infor-
mal and some formal settings.”
Ms. Auer, who teaches Span-
ish from'level II to level V, said,
“the biggest struggle with teach-
ing a language is that, because
most students have never learned
proper English grammar, when
it’s time to translate it into an-
other language, simple things like
conjugations become one hun-
dred times harder.”
Ms. Owens, the primary French
teacher at Malibu High for the
past 10 years who left to spend

more time with her children, used
a teaching method that allowed
her students to use their notes for
all tests and quizzes.

She wanted her students to feel
comfortable immersing them-
selves in both the culture and the
language without having to stop a
conversation to look up a word.

Mrs. Ryan, who teaches 12th
grade AP English and is a close
friend of Ms. Owens said, “she
had a notebook system that
seemed to be organized and
worked for the students. She
came up with a lot of fun games
and activities where they had to
use their French.”

Everest Brady, a junior, said
he “didn’t think he could handle
French IV with a new teacher.”
He opted out of taking French this
year as did other students.

Yet senior Sakura Smith said
found that she benefitted from
Ms. Ownes method for it helped
her fall in love with the French
culture.

“It was incredibly helpful to
use our notes. [ still have the in-
formation that I learned over my
years in that class,” she said.

Mrs. Scoffie is excited to teach
this group of students who are ea-
ger to learn and love the language
and the culture,
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“Deez

Parker Bowling

FEATURES EDITOR
fifteen-year-old Iowan
boy named Brady Ol-
son filled out a Federal

lection Commission

form to run for president in the

2016 election under the name

Deez Nuts, causing quite a stir in

the media.

Olson’s twelve-year-old brother,
Tyson, was the one who suggest-
ed he run under the name Deez
Nuts, a name inspired by a pop-
ular internet meme. The Olson

family did not take Brady's run-
ning seriously until two days af-
ter the form was filled out, on July
26, when the press caught wind of
polls that had included him in the
pool of candidates. The public at-
tention brought to Deez Nuts fu-
eled his campaign.

Deez Nuts is polling at eight
percent polling Minnesota, seven
percent in Iowa, and nine percent
in North Carolina. As reported
by Time Magazine, “he’s putting
up some of the best third-party
candidate numbers in two de-
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cades...” Because Deez Nuts is a
satirical candidate, many are sur-
prised that he is currently more
successful than various profes-
sional politicians, gaining popu-
larity and favorability from front-
runners such as Hilary Clinton
and Donald Trump in some states.

Deez Nuts said that he is sup-
portive of a balanced budget,
gay marriage, and the Iran Deal,
which is an agreement stating
Iran must immensely cut back on
the amount of nuclear materials
they possess. In the event that he

does not win the election, Deez
Nuts has expressed his support of
presidential canidates John Ka-
sich, Bernie Sanders, and
Gary Johnson, who come from
the Republican, Democratic, and
Libertarian parties respectively.
Article II of the US Constitu-
tion puts certain requirements on
those allowed to be President. To
become president of the United
States, one must be at least thirty-
five years of age. Deez Nuts, be-
ing only fifteen, does not meet the
requirements. Anyone can fill out

*

Nuts” for President

a form regardless of eligibility
for election, leading to other sa-
tirical candidacies in recent years.
In fact, it has become a popular
trend to fill out a form on behalf
of one’s pet. However, none of
these candidacies have come
close the popularity of Deez Nuts.

“I do not see the point in run-
ning for presidency when you’'re
too young to accomplish the pri-
mary goal of running,” said Kris-
ta Fettke, a Malibu High School
junior. “If it’s impossible to win,
why have a campaign?”

Sanders Surges in Presidential Race

Kai Brady

NEWS EDITOR
s the 2016 General
Election approaches,

Sen. Bemie Sanders

(I-Vt) has seen un-
expected support throughout the
United States since announcing
his candidacy this April.

For much of this year, it seemed
obvious that former Senator and
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton
would receive the Democratic
Party’s presidential nomination,
considering she led Sanders 62
percent to 12 percent in national
polls taken on May 1. However,
Sanders’s popularity has grown.
An NBC News/Wall Street Jour-
nal poll taken in late September
showed Clinton with 42 percent,
Sanders with 35 percent, and 17
percent for Vice President Joe
Biden, who has not officially de-
clared his candidacy.

Despite being a longtime inde-
pendent, Sanders decided to run
for the Democratic nomination.
He is unique in being the only
candidate in the current field to
support a full single-payer na-
tional healthcare system. He also
desires to alleviate existing stu-
dent loans and make public uni-
versities free for all Americans,

another issue on which he stands
out. His largest focus is on in-
come inequality, which he hopes
to address through tax reform, a
$15 minimum wage, Wall Street
regulation, and new infrastructure
to create jobs.

Conservatives and liberals alike
have criticized Sanders for these
positions, which are considered
further left than the mainstream
Democratic Party, and for Sand-
ers’s self-described support of
“democratic socialism.” While
it is true that only 47 percent of
Americans say they would vote
for a socialist, Sanders sees vast
national support on his major
policy points. According to the
Harvard University Institute of
Politics, 72 percent of Americans
think that income inequality is
a problem, and 79 percent think
that student debt is a problem.

More and more people are be-
ginning to take note of the Sand-
ers candidacy. Malibu High
School junior Ali Rezvan said, “I
think Bernie Sanders is the most
appealing candidate out of all of
them. His ideas on reducing the
gap between wages, as well as
increasing the overall minimum
wage sounds very appealing, as
well as his views on the NSA.”
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Sanders also receives praise
for his consistent long-term vot-
ing record. He voted against the
USA Patriot Act, which autho-
rized NSA spying, and the Iraq
‘War, both of which received Hill-
ary Clinton’s support at the time.
He has also supported gay rights
since the 1970s, while Clinton did
not officially express support for
same-sex marriage until 2013.

While Sanders still trails Clin-
ton in national polls, his results
in key battleground states show
a closer race. In Iowa, Sanders
overtook Clinton on Sep. 10 and
now leads 43 percent to 33 per-
cent. Sanders is widely popular
with younger voters, as an Aug.
29 poll revealed that among Io-
wan voters under 45 years of age,
Sanders leads Clinton 50 percent
to 27 percent.

The most recent poll from You-
Gov and CBS News shows that in
New Hampshire, Sanders leads
Clinton 52 percent to 30 percent.
Additionally, a whopping 78 per-
cent of New Hampshire voters
have a “favorable” view of Sand-
ers. Sanders is within the margin
of error for polling in Oregon and
Utah, and he leads Clinton 65
percent to 14 percent in his home
state of Vermont. The NBC/WSJ

poll showed Sanders defeating
Republican frontrunner Donald
Trump 52 percent to 36 percent in
a hypothetical competition.

The majority of support for
Sanders comes from grassroots
movements, helped in part by so-
cial media. As part of his crusade
against income inequality, Sand-
ers refuses to accept donations
from billionaires and special-
interests groups and limits the
amount of money anyone can do-
nate to merely $2,700. This stands
in contrast to other candidates
such as Clinton and Republican
Jeb Bush, both of whom have
embraced Super PAC support and
expressed desires to raise up to
$100 million by the end of 2015.

By mid-July, Sanders had raised
$152 million from grassroots
support alone, an amount higher
than Bush’s total and second only
to Clinton. He also raised $1.2
million in the two days following
a vicious attack by a pro-Clinton
Super PAC on Sep. 14. This un-
precedented performance is ac-
companied by massive turnouts at
rallies. Over the summer, Sanders
drew overflow crowds of 11,000
people in Phoenix, 15,000 in Se-
attle, 24,000 in Boston, 27,500 in
Los Angeles, 28,000 in Portland.

Despite the massive grass-
roots fundraising, unprecedented
overflow crowds, and growing
poll numbers, some still remain
critical of the legitimacy of the
Sanders campaign. Nate Silver’s

-FiveThirtyEight blog declared on

Aug. 11 that the Bernie Sanders
surge was “over.” However, at
the end of August, Sanders was
still gaining on Clinton in polls,
and had roughly the same support
President Obama had at the same
time in 2007.

Rezvan said, “Bernie does
have a chance, and he is inching
closer to Hillary Clinton. Social
websites such as Reddit are also
hugely in favor of him, meaning
he has a following. His popularity
has definitely gone up recently.”

It is far too early to predict the
2016 nominees. The suppos-
edly more calm and predictable
Democratic field stands in sharp
contrast to the 16 Republican
candidates. But with the unprec-
edented rise of Bernie Sanders,
the question of the Democratic
nomination becomes more uncer-
tain. Speaking to a vocal and en-
thusiastic crowd in Los Angeles,
Sanders said, “When we stand to-
gether, there is nothing we cannot
accomplish. Let’s go!”
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Two Men Say Goodbye to Earth for a Year

Cooper DeNicola
STAFF WRITER
n March 27, Ameri-
can astronaut Scott
Kelly and Russian
cosmonaut  Mikhail
Komnienko began their mission
to spend one consecutive year in
space. This operation is taking
place onboard the international
space station. The astronauts
will live here for the duration of
the mission with an objective of
discovering the limits of the hu-
man body, mind, and spirit. This
information will be critical for
humans to travel deeper into the
solar system. The mission is a
stepping-stone to future manned
missions to Mars, which could
last 500 days or longer.

The research is a coopera-
tion between the United States”
NASA and their Russian counter-
parts the Russian Federal Space
Agency (Roscosmos) to share the
cost and to improve efficiency of
future research done on the space

LIFT OFF: Scott Kelly and Mikhail Kornienko before their mssion. Photo from NASA.

stations. All information gained
from this mission will be shared
between both countries. =
While relations between the
United States and Russia have
been complicated on Earth, in
space the International Space Sta-
tion bonds the countries together.
Alliance in orbit was first made
on July 17, 1975, when Russia’s
Leonov and America’s Stafford
shook hands after docking an
American Apollo spacecraft to a
Russian Soyuz spacecraft, com-
pleting the Soviets and Americans
first joint mission. Celebrating
the 40th anniversary of the hand-
shake, Scott Kelly, while standing
next to his Russian crewmates on
the International Space Station,
said “[the handshake] not only

brought our nations together, but

paved the way for the Internation-
al Space Station and the missions

yet to unfold that will take us to *

the stars”.
Information on the mission is
being gathered by Mission Con-

trol, which is monitoring the as-
tronauts’ sleep patterns, exercise
routines, vision, the immune sys-
tem, stress, and how the crew in-
teracts onboard the space station.
Going to space can have negative
effects on the human body.

“The biggest thing to worry
about is bone and muscle loss as
well as the effects of radiation,”
said Steve Meyers, Chief Systems
Project Engineer for Honeywell’s
Orion Space Project. “When on
earth the atmosphere blocks ra-
diation from the sun, but in space
there is no protection. Folks that
have spent time in space have
a higher frequency of cancer.”
There are also psychological ef-
fects that are being studied this
mission. This information is criti-
cal for manned missions outside
of the Earth-Moon system.

To track any degeneration or
evolution of the human body that
occurs in the micro-gravity en-
vironment, Scott Kelly’s identi-
cal twin, retired NASA astronaut

Mark Kelly, will assist NASA.
The Kellys will participate in
comparative genetic studies: fo-
cusing on human physiology,
behavior, microbiology, and mo-
lecular studies. This is NASA’s
first chance to study two organ-
isms with the same genetics in
completely different environ-
ments for an extended period of
time.

The mission to Mars will have
additional complication in addi-
tion to the effects on humans in
space for over 500 days. Meyers
said, “The bigger issue of getting
to Mars is that you have to carry
everything with you. There is no
gas stations in space, no food
source, no water; if you don’t
bring it, you don’t get it.” Meyers
brings up an important point of
how much room-the necessities
for living in space takes up in a
spacecraft. These are additional
factors NASA engineers must
consider when planning the mis-
sion to Mars.

Taking the Vintage SAT

Koa Mack
STAFF WRITER
tarting in spring of 2016,
the College Board will
be adjusting the scor-
ing scale, format, and
content of the SAT college ad-
mittance test. This redesigned
SAT test will consist of new and
improved questions with the in-
tent to reflect the kind of reading
and math students will encounter
while attending college and in
their future works.

The big question is: will it be
harder? Standardized test dif-
ficulty claims can be unreliable
because they tend to overlook
the various factors that compare
students’ test scores. The College
Board has planned to provide
data so that colleges can compare
applicants fairly who submit the
new SAT with those who have
submitted the current SAT in the
past. Test makers are working to
make sure that the tests remain
reliable and that scores remain
comparable to each other.

The new test will also have
a completely redesigned scor-
ing scale and will consist of
renovated reading, writing, and
math sections. Unlike the cur-
rent SAT’s penalty of subtracting
1/4 of a point for every incorrect

answer, the new test has no such
penalty. This means students will
not have to worry about getting
the wrong answer when guessing,
similar to the ACT. The new SAT
will be broken into an evidence-
based reading and writing sec-
tion scored between 200 and 800
points and a math section scored
between 200 and 800 points. An-
other change in the new SAT is
that the essay will be optional and
scored separately from the read-
ing and writing sections. Students
taking the test will also have 50
minutes to complete the essay in-
stead of 25 minutes. In total, the
new scoring platform will be be-
tween 400 and 1600 total points,
bringing the total possible score
back to 1600 for the first time
since before 2005. Test design-
ers say these modifications were
made in hopes to provide a more
straight-forward test to college
applicants, as well as to compete
with the popular ACT test.

It appears that like the College
Board is ready to deliver a fair
test that will thoroughly respond
to past criticisms. While the new
SAT’s lack of history may worry
some students this spring, there is
optimism for a better designed,
less stressful and less confusing
test in the near future.
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