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ditor-in-Chief Zoe

Detweiler sat down

with Dr. Gallagher

to talk about this
past school year.

What are some of your favorite
accomplishments and memories
of this past year?

Some accomplishments from
this side... Getting a positive
WASC report. That means a lot as
a school, to have that under our
belt and to get free for hte next
few years to do the things we
need to do, and to have people un-
derstand that this is a good place
to go to school. Having a commit-
tee of people come out and spend
a couple days on our campus and
walk away feeling like this is a
good place to go to school is al-
ways something we’re proud of
as administrators.

Favorite moments of the year...
driving cars and sorting out the
traffic jams at homecoming. That

was memorable, with floats that
don’t quite fit back down once we
get them up on the field, trying to
sort out those messes, that was
one I won’t soon forget.

This is also the first dunk contest
I've participated in since I was
17 years old, playing for my high
school.

There were a lot of memorable
moments, but those two stand out

‘in my mind . I like things that are

a little quirky, things that stand
out from the norm and that I can
have fun with.

What do you anticipate next year?
What are your hopes?

My hopes for the future are that
we get the building project start-
ed this summer so that the high
school everyone’s been waiting
for for so long gets to come to
fruition. The upperclassmen were
in elementary school when they
approved all the money and the
building and everything and un-
fortunately by the time we begin
they will all be gone, but it will bg
good for the community and good

for our student body to have that
happen. It give us the facelift the
school needs, and is a project the
community is behind and threw a
significant amount of money to-
wards.

I'm really looking forward to
being involved in that project.
My background before I was in
education was in construction,
my dad was a general contrac-
tor and I have done many of my
own projects, reroofed my house,
done construction all around
my house... Having another big
building project that I can be in-
volved in again is awesome.

What are your favorite unique
things about Malibu High?

I'd go back to my initial impres-
sion about Malibu when I first got
here-- I think the students is what
makes this place unique, not that
the students are different in that
they’re wild and crazy different,
but in sort of a way where it’s a
very teachable environment here.
You have very open and recep-
tive students and it’s a very open

school culture. There are also
some of the nicest students you’ll
ever meet. I don’t think I would
be as good of an educator had I
started here because I wouldn’t
have had to work as hard to figure
out how to teach students because
you guys are prelty easy to teach
most of the time. I really respect
that after working a lot of dif-
ferent places. I get to work with
a student body who is interest-
ing, open, and articulate, even as
young people.

I would say thats a unique as-
pect about malibu that you don’t
always get elsewhere.

How has your first year been, just
in general?

First year has been really busy
here, I came in knowing this has
been a busy year, and that no mat-
ter what, the piece that made my
year has been the student piece.
Getting to interact with our stu-
dent body has been the biggest
bonus and the thing that when I’'m
having a tough day, [ go back to
and enjoy the most.

The part that I would like to be
more involved with in the future
is getting to shed some of these
other things, getting these other
problems squared away, so I
can focus on more of the educa-
tion piece here at Malibu. That's
where my background is, that’s
what I like to do, that’s where 1
would like to get off the track of
all this other craziness that hap-
pens and really get down to how
we make things better. We're
fortunate here at Malibu High
School, we have really good
products coming in, the students,
and I feel like if your inputs are
good, your outputs should be
great. We really have to look at
ways to push the education aspect
at Malibu High School so we get
products that we enhance as they
pass through the school. You guys
do so well anyways, but we really
want to look at ways to inrease
that achievement and make it bet-
ter in a number of ways. That’s a
tough order around here, because
you guys are already so great in
so many different ways.
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On May 9 in Poland, two men
named Piotr Koper and An-
dreas Richter claimed to have
found the last resting place of a
Nazi-era German military train
that contained gold bars, silver
Jjewelry, stolen art, biological
weapons, chemical weapons,
advanced military technology,
and dead bodies. The train also
contained the so-called Amber
Room, a room with walls of gold
and amber that Nazis looted from
a palace in St. Petersburg.

The train reportedly disap-
peared toward the end of World
‘War II into the hills and moun-
tains surrounding the town of
Walbrzych as it fled from the
advancing Red Army. It was
hidden beneath trees and rubble.
Treasure hunters say there is
evidence the Germans parked
the train in a hidden siding and
then concealed the entrance for
reasons that remain unexplained.

For decades, the Polish govern-
ment has been involved in the
search. Despite the common de-
nial of the existence of the train,
Koper and Richter said they re-
searched the site secretly for over

a year, bringing their three young
sons here on weekends and eve-
nings, telling no one except their
wives what they were doing.
They claimed to have discovered
the tunnels and a train with tank
turrets. They verified their data
and submitted paperwork to the
local government for permis-
sion to dig and claim the legally
entitled ten percent finder’s fee.

Soviet troops first discovered
the possible existence of the
train, but all the documents about
it, including the construction
blueprints, were missing. Since
no one knew exactly why it was
built, they guessed the complex
would be used to hide chemical
weapons, biological weapons,
genetic research, or atomic
bombs.

The discoverers will have to
clear approximately 100 trees
and a thick tangle of shrubs from
the 100 meter long ridge believed
to be covering the train and its
carriages before three shafts can
be sunk in an attempt to reach it.

The trains remained a mystery
for decades up until this year,
with Koper and Richter’s appar-

ent discovery.

Ashley Wallach
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On May 10, NASA's Kepler
mission verified the discovery of
1,284 new planets. This was the
single largest finding of planets
to date.

Ellen Stofan, chief scientist at
NASA Headquarters in Washing-
ton, said, "This announcement
more than doubles the number of
confirmed planets from Kepler.
This gives us hope that some-
where out there, around a star
much like ours, we can eventu-
ally discover another Earth."

Last July, 4,302 potential
planets were located using the
data Kepler provided. Through
complex analysis, 1,284 of the
candidates had greater than the
minimum 99 percent chance
of being a planet. A planet is
defined as a body that is in orbit
around the sun, has enough mass
to establish a round shape, and -
has cleared other debris from the
neighborhood of its orbit.

Additionally, 1,307 of the
potential planets are more likely
than not to be actual planets, but
they do not meet the 99 percent
minimum and will undergo addi-
tional analysis. The last 707 are
more likely to be some other as-
trophysical phenomena. Kepler’s
analysis also validated 984 can-
didates that have previously been
verified by other techniques.

Paul Hertz, Astrophysics
Division director at NASA
Headquarters, said, "Before the

Kepler space telescope launched,
we did not know whether exo-
planets were rare or common in
the galaxy. Thanks to Kepler and
the research community, we now
know there could be more plan-
ets than stars. This knowledge
informs the future missions that
are needed to take us ever-closer
to finding out whether we are
alone in the universe.”

The presence of exoplanets are
located by Kepler through ana-
lyzing the decreasing brightness
that occurs when planets pass in
front of their stars. This allows
Kepler to see small silhouettes of
potential planets along its near-
est solar source. Just as humans
on Earth can see the outline of
the International Space Station
on the moon under a telescope,
Kepler can see potential planets
along its correlating star.

Timothy Morton, associate
research scholar at Princeton
University in New Jersey and
lead author of a scientific paper
published in The Astrophysical
Journal, invented the first auto-
mated computation on this scale.
Previously, statistical techniques
focused solely on sub-groups
within the greater list of planet
candidates identified by Kepler.
Morton said, "Planet candidates
can be thought of like bread
crumbs. If you drop a few large
crumbs on the floor, you can
pick them up one by one. But,
if you spill a whole bag of tiny
crumbs, you're going to need a

broom. This statistical analysis is
our broom."

Regarding Morton’s work,
Natalie Batalha, co-author of the
paper and the Kepler mission
scientist at NASA's Ames Re-
search Center in Moffett Field,
California, said, "This work will
help Kepler reach its full poten-
tial by yielding a deeper under-
standing of the number of stars
that harbor potentially habitable,
Earth-size planets -- a number
that's needed to design future
missions to search for habitable
environments and living worlds."

Of the newly validated batch of
planets, nearly 550 are hypthe-
sized to be rocky planets like
Earth, based on their size. Nine
of these orbit in their sun's habit-
able zone, or the distance from
a star where orbiting planets can
have surface temperatures that
allow liquid water to pool. These
nine discoveries join the exist-
ing 21 exoplanets known to be
Earth-like.

Since March 2009, Kepler
analyzed 150,000 stars in a small
fraction of the sky, measuring
even the slimmest change in the
brightness of a star that can be

produced by a transiting planet.

Concerning the future of
astrobiology, in 2018, NASA’s
Transiting Exoplanet Survey Sat-
ellite will use the same method
to monitor 200,000 bright nearby
stars and search for planets,
focusing on Earth and Super-
Earth-sized.
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Lemonade
Rules All

Rebecca Clausse
STAFF WRITER
n April 23, 2016, Be-
yoncé released her
second visual album,
Lemonade.
Lemonade explores themes of
infidelity, body positivity, race,
and gender, all divided by eleven
topics: intuition, denial, anger,
apathy, emptiness, accountability,
reformation, forgiveness, resur-
rection, hope, and redemption.
An hour and fifteen minutes long,
Lemonade shows the different
stages of grief throughout twelve
songs, all portraying Beyoncé’s
failing relationship with her hus-
band, Jay-Z after he allegedly
cheated on her.

With stunning visuals, as well
as poems from the London-based
writer Warsan Shire, Lemonade is
truly an artistic and perceptive ex-
perience. Shire’s delicate and for-
mal words juxtaposed with Be-
yoncé’s powerful and determined
voice perfectly depict Beyoncé’s
views on infidelity and revenge.

Featuring other artists such as
the Weeknd, Jack White, Kend-
rick Lamar and others, Lemonade
creates an environment of jazz,
country, R&B, pop, and soul with
references to Beyoncé’s roots in
Texas and her most recent years
with her daughter Ivy Blue and
husband.

Promoting female empower-
ment, Lemonade explores the

“Image from HBO
many faces of the treatment of
black women today’s society.
With the numerous outfit amd
set changes, Beyoncé shows how
size does not matter, as she wears
all types of clothing, making her
figure stand out in the dark and
mysterious scenes throughout the
film.

Beyoncé also critiques today’s
stereotypical standards when con-
necting to female power, beauty
and race. With guest appearances
by important African American
figures such as tennis cham-
pion Serena Williams, actresses
Quvenzhane Wallis, Zendaya,
and Amandla Stenberg, and many
more, along with the portayal of
African American culture both in
the visual motifs and music, Be-
yoncé challenges the media’s typ-
ical portrayal of African Ameri-
can women.

Lemonade also touches on
politcal issues of today, show-
ing scenes of police harassment
and violence against African
American. The mothers of Afri-
can American victims of racial
profiling such as Michael Brown,
Trayvon Martin, and Eric Garner
appear in the video as well, each
staring into the camera and hold-
ing a photograph of their son.

You can experience Beyoncé’s
story with her on Tidal, HBO, and
for purchase on iTunes.

Spider-Man &

Civil

Taylor Mathews
FEATURES EDITOR
n May 6, Captain
America: Civil War
was released in the-
aters. As the third in-
stallment of the Captain America
cinematic franchise and the film
adaptation of Mark Millar’s ex-
tremely popular comic series,
Civil War was easily one of the
most anticipated and highly re-
garded films to come out of the
early 2016 film season. Having
already received a 90 percent
rating on Rotten Tomatoes and a
8.5/10 on IMDB, Civil War was
predicted to be the next big hit of
the ever-developing Marvel cin-
ematic universe.

Since its release, Civil War has
exceeded expectations. Having
earned $366.5 million as of May
11, it has surpassed its predeces-
sor, Captain America: The Winter
Soldier. The success of this film
is largely attributable to its large
cast, bringing in stars such as
Paul Rudd, from his recent main-
starring role in Ant-Man, Chad-
wick Boseman, who portrayed
Black Panther (scheduled to ap-
pear in his own 2018 film), and
Tom Holland who debuted as the
highly anticipated Spider-Man.

However, highly anticipated
does not even begin to cover the
excitement that surrounds Peter
Parker’s alter ego. Ever since
Marvel announced the creation
of its cinematic universe in 2008,
fans have anxiously waited for
the inclusion of the web-slinger
in a future Marvel movie. The
possibility of getting to see Spi-
derman go toe-to-toe with Cap-
tain America, Black Widow, and
Iron Man was a dream come true
for longtime Spiderman fans.

Until last year, Sony had main-

tained the rights to Spider-Man
for the past 17 years, preventing
Spidey from receiving any sort

of role in the MCU. In Febru-

ary 2015, Marvel and Sony re-
vealed a deal that would grant the
friendly-neighborhood  Spider-
Man his chance to appear on the
big screen, alongside the current
Marvel maintitled heros. With the
debut of Holland, Spider-Man has
been recasted once again, reboot-
ing the series, but this time he
would be permitted to take part
in movies made by Marvel, en-
abling the company to use Spider-
Man in any film that they hold
the rights to, and Sony will use
the new Spider-Man in any stand
alone feature film that they create
in the future, with the possibil-
ity of using other Marvel-owned
characters in the movie. Revenue
will return solely to the company
who is in charge of making the
films and will not be divied up
between them.

The buzz after this announce-
ment was overwhelming as fans
counted down the days until they
would get to see the new wall-
crawler on screen. Spider-Man
was officially announced to take
part in Civil War in December of
2015, and Tom Holland finally
made an appearance in the film’s
second trailer released on March
10. His time on screen was rela-
tively short, being placed at the
end of the trailer with a single
line, “Hey everyone.”

Though his verbal presence may
have been fairly underwhelm-
ing, Spider-Man’s outfit was well
received by fans. The Verge de-
scribed it as “fan service” and
stated that “Marvel could not
have designed a more nostalgic
look.” The new suit was aestheti-
cally pleasing and stayed close

War

to it’s original and cartoon in-
terpretation, despite some minor
changes. There were some, ac-
cording to The Independent, who
thought that the suit seemed too
CGI for their tastes, but they were
still willing to give him a chance
when Civil War hit theaters.

On May 6, Civil War premiered
in theaters, nationwide, and Spi-
der-Man stole the show along-
side Ant-Man and Black Panther.
Gregory Ellwood of The Tele-
graph described Spider-Man as

" being “one of the best parts of the

movie”, and USA Today said that
Holland’s Spider-Man brought
a “youthful exuberance to Civil
‘War”.

If his outstanding role in Civil
War wasn’t enough, the film’s
post credit scene revealed Peter
Parker, back at his apartment in
Queens, after having tinkered
with his costume, discovering a
red beam of light coming out of
his web shooters which formed
the classic Spider-Man spotlight
symbol from the comics. The
screen then cut to black, and
white text appeared that read,
“Spider-Man will return.”

Marvel has announced that Hol-
land, alongside Robert Downey
Jr., the star of the lron-Man fran-
chise, is scheduled to star in a
standalone film, Spider-Man:
Homecoming. The movie is cur-
rently set to be released on July
7, 2017, before Thor: Ragnarok
(November 2017), and after Dr.
Strange (November 2016) and
Guardians of the Galaxy 2 (May
2017).

With Marvel’s Spider-Man hav-
ing been received so well, fellow
fans anxiously look forward to
more appearances of the web-
head in the future.

Sid
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