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GUEST WRITER
hate high school. Plain and simple. I'm not saying that I didn’t have any amazing
memories over the past four years, but let’s face it, high school sucks. We wake up
every morning at the crack of dawn to spend seven hours in a factory. It's a strict
assembly line day after day. I am moving to another country in two months on my
own, and I'm still expected to raise my hand and ask for permission to use the restroom.,
I can safely say that every one of my classmates sitting in front of me today has spent
nights where they are up until two or three in the morning studying for a test or writing
an essay. For what? To get a letter grade written at the top of our test or essay? What is
an “A” written in red pen really worth? Far too many of us measure our worth by that
letter at the top of the page. How does one letter define your self-worth? Does that
mean a student going to Harvard is worth more than a student going to community col-
lege? We are taught we need to go to a good college to become successful. How does
paying 60,000 dollars a year ensure my success? That is the sad thing. We as a society,
especially in this community measure success through how-much money an individual
makes. That is honestly ridiculous. Money doesn’t measure success, finding true happi-
ness and being at peace with yourself; living each day to the fullest, that is how success
should be measured. If travelling to developing countries and doing nonprofit work is
what gets you excited to wake up in the moming, then do it. This community has been
through its fair share of tragedies in the past few years. I encourage all of us to take the
tragedies and turn them into inspiration to live a life full of happiness, not one motivated
by a salary.

While high school itself is a2 monotonous four year game, Malibu High is a blessing.
Whether you realize it or not. I know I am not alone when I say that the teachers here
are the most unique, special people I have ever met. They are undoubtedly the back-
bone of this school, and some of my greatest mentors. I have had the most intellectually
stimulating conversations with them, but I also know I can cry with them if need be.
Their passion for what they do and the love they have for each and every one of their
students is unparalleled. I feel confident speaking on behalf of the class of 2016, when
we say thank you. It is no small task to have a lasting impact on the lives of a bunch of
self-centered 18 year olds. So, thank you, thank you for not only putting up with us, but
also inspiring us.

As for my fellow classmates, the graduating class of 2016: We did it! We have been
through a lot together over the past four years and whether you chose to accept it or not,
we have become a family. A family that has created memories that we will never forget.
If you take anything away from this speech, [ hope it is this. Don’t lose the weird in you.
Don’t lose the things that make you different. There are millions of seniors graduating
across the country this year and I am not going to say they are any better or worse than
us. However, almost everyone that comes to Malibu says, “Wow. I never knew how
weird I was until I'went to school here.” So, embrace the weird, embrace the different,
and never, ever forget the thing that makes you unique. With that in mind, let’s show the
world what the graduating class of 2016 is capable of!
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Sean Kelly
GUEST WRITER
hey say if you think you’re going to be nervous giving a speech, you should calm
yourself down by picturing the audience naked. I tried that, and all I can do is
picture myself naked. When I think about the last four years, our high school
experience, I think one line sums it up, but unfortunately, that line is a question:
“What was that all about?” No two people will remember high school the same way. When
I ask old people what they think about it, I get two responses: “high school was the best
time of my life” and “high school was the worst time of my life.”

I fall into the Jatter category. I know I might seem like an impressive student because I
use words like “latter” in a sentence, but that was my first time trying it, and I'm not sure [
used it correctly. Kind of like my high school education.

I can see both sides. On one side, high school was pretty amazing. I can almost smell the
sweet scent of pubescent male odor trailing every hallway, lingering in each classroom,
and delicately filling my little nose with toxic fumes. I can envision myself now, asking
to use the bathroom 3 separate times in the span of one class period, so I can have that 5
minute delightful escape from leamning. Or ditching class to go to Starbucks, only to run
into my teacher’s wife in line. High school taught me to handle situations with grace and
ease, regardless of the situation.

Sitting before us is my class of 2016. The plastic fold out chairs in front of us hold people
with some of the most amazing and unique accomplishments. From the girl who got into
Juliard, to the ginger twins in the pilot of American Horror Story, our class greatly varies in
terrific feats. We have 6 kids going to Berkeley, and 2 going to Yale. We have a co-captain
of the Malibu High school robotics team, who took home first place in the Vex Regional
Tournament, and an actress in a Super bowl commercial. Before you are the future chefs,
directors, musicians, doctors, politicians, lawyers, actors, designers, and writers. And fu-
ture burnouts. Well, one future burnout. I'm going to art school.

We’ve watched our world change these past four years. We saw Pope Francis appointed,
gay marriage legalized in all 50 states, and Mr. Mayle grow a beard. If I could start high
school all over again... which looked like a really possibility a couple of times, what
would I tell myself? One: If you’re looking for the answer to a geometry question, it’s
probably hypote-nuse. An anatomy question? If you don’t know what an organ does, it
probably turns food into urine. History? “Trade routes.” Trust me on this one. The answer
is “trade routes.”

By the time I end this speech, you become a couple minutes closer to leaving high school.
After today, your lives begin. you have the power to make our own decisions. To some,
that concept is scary. But I know, you will do beautifully. Remember to handle every situa-
tion with grace like you've always managed to do, and never think of yourself as less than
exceptional.

You're an excellent class; class of 2016.
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Lily Finn
How would you describe your
middle school experience?
Cringeworthy. My hair was
cheese-colored, I wore terrible
clothes, and I was extremely awk-
ward.

What was your most embarrass-
ing moment in middle school?

I had these ugly cowboy boots
that I used to wear a lot, usu-
ally with capri pants and a green
Aéropostale shirt. One day I was
walking in the middle school
quad in front of the popular boys,
and I slipped on the grass be-
cause of my boots and fell to the
ground. They all laughed at me. It
was great.

Any advice for your middle
school self?

‘Wear what you want, not what’s
easy. When you truly like your
clothes, you feel better about
yourself.

Bodhi Schulz

How would you describe your
middle school experience?

I'was really cringe the entirety of
middle school, and it was a huge
struggle trying to find a friend
group I fit into.

What was your most embarrass-
ing moment in middle school?

‘When I put gum in Chase Mur-
rell’s shoes, and then poured Ga-
torade into them. He got really
angry at me and told on me, so I
got in a lot of trouble.

Any advice for your middle
school self?

Don’t try to be anyone you’re
not because I made that mistake.
Express what you’re comfort-
able with and what you like, and
you’ll find the people you should
be surrounded with.

Kai Todt

How would you describe your
middle school experience?

Quirky!

What was your most embarrass-
ing moment in middle school?

It was during the first week of
seventh grade. I hadn’t talked
aloud in class yet because I was
a really shy little boy, but I had a
question for my science teacher,
Ms. Flohr. So I talked, and then
she told me to “cut out that fake
voice.” And then she got legiti-
mately mad at me. And then I
burst into tears.

Any advice for your middle
school self?

Watch out for the school bully
in eighth grade who gives you a
black eye. Your voice is weird,
but it potentially might make you
seem funnier. So it’s kind of worth
it? But not really. Get an undercut
ASAP so you can pull girls.

Audrey Bushnell

How would you describe your
middle school experience?

Fun to look back on, not fun in
the moment.

What was your most embarrass-
ing moment in middle school?

I remember a time in Yarber’s
class when the person who was
sitting behind me asked, “Why
do you have your hair in the same
gross ponytail every day? Why do
you always wear weird hats?”

Any advice for your middle
school self?

Please take off the fedora. Also,
your double chin will go away.
Not completely, but it’ll go away.
And don’t wear any more tank
lops Stop with the tank lops

Caleb Gomes

How would you describe your
middle school experience?

It was a lot like my high school
experience. I knew a lot of people
and went with the flow. I went to
North Arlington Middle School in
New Jersey which, like Malibu,
was very small, and I enjoyed it.

What was your most embarrass-
ing moment in middle school?

There was this one random day
where my eyes started to swell up
for no apparent reason. I went to
the nurse, who put gauze on one
of my eyes, and then walked into
class with it on and my other eye
all swollen up. Everyone started
making fun of me and, on top of
that, I couldn’t see. It was just a
bad day.

Any advice for your middle
school self?

Stay on top of all the work you
get because, by the time you get
to high school, you’re going to be
very lazy

~ Sam Cohen-Suelter
; ~ In general what will you miss about
. Malibu High School?

L I will miss the smallness of Malibu,

it has a unique intimacy where you

will always know someone and feel
- welcomed.
Who was your favorite teacher, as
-well as your favorite class?

Mrs. Gonzalez's Literature class has
been one of my favorite classes here
Malibu. She doesn’t play the stan-
dard teacher role, where teachers and
students are no more than business
acquaintances. Gonzalez gets really

Do you have any memories from
ibu that you would like to share?
. In general, I have found it easier to

senior year. It has been nice to become
more than just the shy nerdy guy as I

will you | miss
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- I could pursue parkour which is now
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Tanner Carter ; Caitlin Myers
In general what will you miss about In general what will you miss
Malibu High School? —  about Malibu High School?

The ' friendships I've cultivated
here. Losing connections with
some of my good friends is inevi-
table, but there are definitely a lot

- of people I will keep in touch with:
‘Who was your favorite teacher, as-
well as your favorite class?

I’ll probably end up going to a bigger
school and because at'Malibu there’s
so little kids which gives you really
close connections with a lot of kids

Who was your favorite teacher, as
well as your favorite class?

My favorite teachers have been Ms.
Auer and Mr. Carrier, and my favorite
class has been lOth grade World His-
fory. == e :

Do yoll }lavt any memories from
Mahbu that you would like to share?

My sm u_;ed to do gymnastics and . classroom more enjoyable for all of
1 was with my mom waiting for her ~~ his stu&enls‘ I’'m going to miss him
class o end to pick her up. When 1 = somuch..
was waiting [ saw Jaden Smith in the. - Do you have any memories fmm
g)_rm taking a ]mkour class and he and

and kind, but he's ridiculously
smart. He has a job that allows
_him to talk about something he’s

-~ share?
I loved being an anchor on Shark-
TV. Anchoring isn’t my absolute
favorite memory, but it’s unlike
anything I've ever done before and
has sparked my interest in broad-
casting,

could sign up, then I trained for a cou-

kids in the class and was already bet-
ter than them. This made me realize

one of my favorite hobbies.

- Mr. Panish. Not.only.is he funny-.

‘passionate-about, and it makes the -

Mahbu r?za: you would like to

about MHS?

Nancy Walecki

In general what will you miss
about Malibu High School?

I'll miss the little families I've
made for myself here at MHS, like
in theater and choir: MHS has some
amazing people who’ve made my

-_life a lot better, and I'll really miss

them. 2
Who was your favorite teacher, as
well as your favorite class?

Mr. Panish has been my favor-
ite teacher, but I've enjoyed many
classes at Malibu. Ms Seikali is an
amazing person and made me like
math, and I loved Mr. Carrier’s
class. Also I'm still close with Ms.
Leonard who has supported me
since sixth grade. H

Do you have any memories from
Malibu that you would like to~ A
share?

Going to New York with choir o
perform at Camegie Hall.
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Mollie Armitage Jacqueline Ayala-Alonzo ~ Alana Baer Olivia Barrett Acadia Baxter Blake Beitler  Shoshannah Bobritsky Becky Boerum Hunter Bohm
SMC Cal Poly Pomona SMC St. Edwards  Art Inst. Hollywood Texas A&M Uni. SBCC Cal State Fullerton Mesa College

Psychology Political Science Undecided

Liberal Arts Theatre Communications Undecided Animation History

Audrey Bushnell Philip Campanella
Gap Year Gap Year
Real Estate

& L
Lainey Buckley
U. of Oregon
Interior Architecture

Brian Canup Tanner Carter
U. of Wisconsin Gap Year
Political Science Fireman

i ¥
Konrad Buchwald  Jack Buckley
Franklin University John Ruskin
Undecided Acting

4 fia
Ella Bolander
BYU

Nursing

Chaya Cohen Victora Cohen  Sam Cohen-Suelter Hans Cole Joie Cosentino
UCB SMC SFSU UCB Marymount Calif.  Cal Poly SLO UC Davis Cal Lutheran ~ Moorpark College

Olivia Cerio

Ana Cervantes  Gianna Chaisson Izzy Chavira

Cognitive Science Economics

Psychology Business Engineering Business City Planning Multimedia English/Art

1S

3 . - !
Gannon Earhart

Arthur Cow

i

Charlie Djiker  Sienna Dugan

"~ Nick Deeds Gabe Deibel

Ruby Csupo
Pepperdine Uni.  U. of Missouri * Gap Year Jagiellonia SMC Cal Lutheran TCU UCLA
Business/Econ.

Tre Cotwright . Zola Crowder
Crown College

Film Production

Pre-Med Communications Travel

Nursing

Musical Comp. Elec. Engineering

Multimedia

Thom Escobar Ingrid Espinoza Eden Ettenger Cat Evers Laura Farabee  George Fauntleroy Lily Finn
CSU Channel Islands SMC CSU Northridge Gap Year Eugene Lang/Jazz ucsc Gap Year Pasadena Art Center Gap Year
Biology Undecided Undecided Vocal Performance  Engineering Cinemotagraphy

Internship

Emma Gallaer Jenny Godoy

Molly Gallagher  Daisy Gamez Joey Gilbertson Nash Goldstein Caleb Gomes Lance Good ; Brooklyn Gordon
Ventura College  Ventura College  Ventura College Navy Pierce College USD Azusa Pacific Uni. uUsc UMass Ambherst
Undecided Undecided Int. Design/Photo Psychology ~ Business Marketing Business/Mgmt. Economics Communications
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Hannah Gruendemann Isabella Haagen Izzie Hack Chris Hall . Sean Hannigan Klsey Holmes
Williams College Mount St. Mary’s UC Davis UCB - Principia College UCLA
Undecided Undecided Animal Biology Neurobiology Undecided

Géora Tnnes
Gap Year Alfred University Gap Year

Nina Hungerland ~ Hannah Hunter

Psychobiology Ceramics Australia

i

Chaise Irons Charlotte Jackson Kyle Jacob Remi Jacob Josh Johnson Sophie Johnson  Kendall Jordan
Hult International  Georgetown Uni. SDSU Emerson College UCR Cal Lutheran Oregan State Cal Poly Pomona Gap Year
Entrepreneurship Undecided Physiolog Theatre Business Admin.  Environ. Science

Sara Joshi Alek Kandis

Film Production  Computer Science Basket-weaving!!
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Zev Kast Talia Kaufmann Emma Kelly Sean Kelly Cubbie Kile Brittney Kinnear Emily Kohn Marco Krause Ben Le
SBCC Chapman Uni. U. of Toronto Pratt Institute UCB SMC Western Washington Moorpark College  Pepperdine Uni.
Environ. Science English Humanities Illustration Pre-Law Undecided Psychology Engineering Undecided







