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Ausic Reigns at School
Benefit Concert

i School House Rock:
Pat Benatar and Neil
Girardo performed at Save

f our Schools concert in

§ September. Through the

i fundraising efforts of S.0.S.,
| Malibu High was able to

| retain several teaching posi-
| tions that had been threat-

| ened by lay- offs. For the full
| story see page

Local Organization
Continues to Fight to Make
PCH Safer

By Caroline Kaufman
EDITOR IN CHIEF

fter the tragic

death of Emily

Rose Shane, a

ocal organiza-
tion, a Safer Pacific Coast
Highway, dedicated itself to
making Pacific Coast
Highway a safer highway
for those drving, biking
and walking on it.

ASPCH has been very
active in the community,
most recently at the Chili-
Cook-Off and city council
meetings. ASPCH’s efforts
have been recognized and
publicized by the Los

Angeles Times, the Malibu
Times and the Surfside
News.

The group has spearheaded
the implementation of
divider cones in new sec-
tions of Pacific Coast
Highway and has also
worked with local police
forces to have more officers
on duty on Pacific Coast
Highway. Several more
decoy cop cars have been
added to the road also.
ASPCH has a Facebook
page and over 350 email
subscribers.

Despite the efforts of the
organization, however, sev-
eral fatal accidents took

place on Pacific Coast
Highway this summer.

According to the Los
Angeles Times, five fatal
accidents have occurred on
Pacific Coast Highway
within the last year.

The family of Emily
Shane is currently in the
process of suing the county
and the state for negligence,
according to the Malibu
Times. The possibility of
renaming a section of the
road near where Shane was
fatally hit was recently
brought up a council meet-
ing. It was decided that the
section of the road would
not be officially renamed,

but that a sign reading
“Emily Shane Way” would
appear next to the sign read-
ing Heathercliff Road.

The possibility of imple-
menting several other safe-
ty measures on Pacific
Coast Highway was also
discussed at this city coun-
cil meeting. Some citizens
suggested that cameras and
guardrails be installed on
the road.

ASPCH recently affected
several students who attend-
ed a city council meeting.

Story continues on
page 2
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WE'RE GOING TO NEED A BIGGER BOAT: A shark swims near a surfer. A picture much like this was taken of a sufer and shark off Sunser Beach

Sharks Lurk off Malibu’s Shores

By Cameron Hart
FEATURES EDITOR

veryone who
swims in the
ocean has to come
to terms with the

photograph depicts a White
Shark swimming within
just a few feet of a surfer,
however it is not known
whether or not the surfer
was aware of the situation.

On September 10th, a

fact that they are sharing paddle boarder out at Latigo
the water with sharks. Point claims to have seen a
Many peo- . White
ple . Tin “Ido think about ¢k
Malibu have - feeding
been more s.harks Some on Sea
aware of this  tjmes...but[can Lion.
issue, lately, .. T h e
due to sever- put it in the back shark
al sightings D) was only
of  White Of my head five to
Sharks off of  _Senior Brandon six feet
Sunset in length
Beach with- 17ran a n d
in the last showed
month. no inter-

Sharks are always in the
water, however, it is eerie
to see actual footage taken
from a helicopter of White
Sharks swimming just a
few hundred yards off shore.
The helicopters took photo-
graphs and videos of these
sharks ranging from about
seven to 18 feet long. One

Continued from  Local
Organization on page 1

Senior Renee Henn was
very affected by the testi-
mony of ASPCH.

“The city council meeting
really struck me,” said
Renn. “It made me want to
do something to help.”

Henn put ASPCH sticker
on her school binder in an
attempt to remind other
students to drive safely
while on Pacific Coast
Highway.

Henn is unsure if Pacific
Coast Highway can ever
become a “safe” road.

-

est in the stand up paddle
boarder.

One of the last known
shark incidents involving a
person in Malibu occurred
in 2007 during a paddling
race. One of the competi-
tors, Vic Calandra, was
approached from behind by
a White Shark and circled

several times near Surfrider
Beach. Calandra used his
paddle to keep the shark
away. The shark eventually
lost interest and he finished
the race.

Despite the news of
sharks in the area, swim-
mers and surfers continue
to go in the ocean. Senior
Brandon Tran, who is
both a surfer and a life-
guard, is no stranger to the
‘water.

“I do think about sharks
sometimes, but I have been
in the water enough times
that I can put it in the back

of my head,” said Tran.
Sharks tend to have a bad
reputation  because of

movies such as “Jaws” and
“Mega Shark vs. Giant
Octopus.” These movies
are in the genre of horror,
and it is because of these
movies that so many peo-
ple have a great fear of
sharks.

“I don’t usually think
about sharks because I
never watched any of those
scary Hollywood shark

movies, so I don’t have
those subconscious images
in the back of my mind
while I'm out surfing.” said
senior Renee Henn.
These horror movies are
not factual and swimming
in the ocean, is, for the
most part, safe. In fact, a

Sharks are known to be
able to smell blood from a
mile away, so if a person is
cut in the water, it is a good
idea to head towards shore.
Many people have claimed
to experience a strange feel-
ing, moments before they
have been attacked. If

f a Many people have de':ne’f hlf:j
fcif,ﬁify' claimed to have a 53 |
b strange feeling  good idn o
geingf bEI0IS e " Now it a
killed attacked by a shark pesson actu-
P e e

than they do a shark.

Even with the odds in
your favor, it is good to
know some tips on avoid-
ing shark encounters in the
first  place.  Scientists
believe that sharks are curi-
ous creatures by nature.
Therefore, a person should
not draw attention to them-
selves by splashing around
or behaving erratically; it
can be a lure for sharks.

Controversy Over
“Dangerousness” of PCH
Continues to Emerge

Yeah, [PCH] is not a safe

“We could take more pre-
cautions,” said Henn. “But
there just doesn’t seem like
there is a solution.”

Several students and citi-
zens of Malibu have also
put ASPCH stickers on
their cars, binders and other
items.

“I would support
[ASPCH],” said senior
Max Gorelick. “T would
buy a sticker right now.”

ASPCH has not been the
only group asking for a
safer highway. At a Malibu
Safety Commission meet-
ing in early September, a
group of bicyclists cam-

paigned for safer biking
conditions on the highway,
according to the Reeves
Law Group.

The large number of bicy-
clists on Pacific Coast
Highway has often been
listed as one of the reasons
why the highway is danger-
ous. Many believe that
there are other factors that
contribute to the general
“dangerousness” of Pacific
Coast Highway.

“[Pacific Coast Highway]
is less safe than most
roads,” said Gorelick.
“There are very few dividers

and people go pretty fast.

first thing to do is yell. If
other people are not aware
of the shark, they cannot
help someone in need or
save themselves. Once the
shark is spotted, it is best
to calmly swim back to
shore while at the same
time keeping an eye on the
location of the shark.
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Malibu Library to be Under Large
Scale Renovation

By Gabriella Grahek
STAFF WRITER

at used to be

the old, dusty

public library

for Malibu is
being renewed after almost
40 years. It was originally
established in 1970 and
since then has not been
updated. City council mem-
ber Pamela Ulich, the
Library Fundraising Task
Force and input from the
pyblic fueled the renova-
tion.

By September 2011,
Malibu will have a new
library with many addi-
tions. :

Ulich, who was a frequent
user of Malibu’s Public
Library with her children to
listen to the children’s
story-time, went to the
Agoura Public Library to
hear their favorite story-
teller who had been trans-
ferred.

“When we went to the
Agoura Library we were in
shock about how beautiful
it was,” said Ulich.

Ulich went on to describe
how the Agoura library
included a separate area for
children, a clean family
bathroom, a small comput-
er area for children, and a
gazebo where the children’s
story-time was told.

Many people do not have

fond memories of the old
library. It is remembered as

been paying rent for a base-
ment space undemneath the

be(iin(il old library,
an: sty. (3 an extra
“Laways 1 always felt that ) 00
felt  that [the old librar square
[the  old [ . ry] feet. It
library] was a little bit turms out
was a little not a sin-
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dark,” said . book was
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dent. being used as storage for

Peterson also remembers
how unsatisfactory the
bathrooms were at the old

the City Courthouse right
next door.
So all the missing tax

library and payer
is  excited < . s i money
for honew I think it will be P o9y
family pijce to have a new used to
bathroom ’ pay the
they will and improved rent for
be adding. ¥ 49 the base-
There are hbfal'y men-t
many rea- instead
sons why of updat-
the library -Freshman Lauren i n g
was not Malibu’s
renovated Louks library.
until now. In
Since 2005,

1991, the $1 million of
Malibu tax payer money
that goes into the library
fund in Los Angeles
County was returned to the
city in very small amounts.

The city of Malibu had

some city members discov-
ered how little money the
city was receiving for the
library and decided some-
thing needed to be done to
improve the city’s library.
They worked hard to take

back $5.2 million.

The total cost for the
Library Renewal Project is
$5.7 million, leaving a
remainder of $500,000 that
will be used specifically to
put solar panels in. The
Library Fundraising

Task Force raised the
money and the new build-
ing will include many fea-
tures. Some of these addi-
tions include: a new chil-
dren’s area, group study
room, seating, teen com-
puters, kitchen, copy cen-
ter, Story-Time Nook, and
Friends of the Library Book
Store, and the solar panels
which will create a “front
porch” overlooking Legacy
Park.

“I think it will be nice to
have a new and improved

library rather than an old

and dusty library like it
used to be,” said freshman
Lauren Louks.

It has been a long time
with a lot of hard work to
get this project in action,
but it has finally happened
and by September 2011, the
City of Malibu will have a
brand new library.

As Ulich said, “I hope the
kids love it and use it.”

Gabriella Grahek

RENOVATION BEGINS: Construction begins at Malibu
Library and the surrounding area :

S.0.S. Returns Teachers to Malibu

By Emma Blackwood
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR

he Save Our
Schools (S.0.5.)
program returned
our counselor, Ah

Chi  Young, to the
Malibu High campus this
year.

Young was pink-slipped
with the lowest seniority
last year and had little hope
of returning to Malibu.
When she realized she had
little chance of retuming
for 2010-2011 school year
Young looked for other
positions. Another job
opportunity arose and
Young decided to take the
position. However, things
did not go as expected.

“I was there for three
weeks and it didn’t work
out,” said Young.

Out of the five counselors
at Malibu High School,
three were asked to retum.
With the S$.0.S. program,
one more was asked to
come back as well. Katie
DeHope, the middle
school counselor, was
pink-slipped as well and
had more seniority than
Young but she had already
taken another job and was
unable to return. Young
was aware of the S.0.S.

program but because of her
seniority level thought it
would not affect her posi-
tion.

“It’s a relief that Mrs. Chi
was reinstated, what would
upperclassmen do without a
college counselor? She real-
ly does a great job to help
organize thoughts and
requirements for college,”
said  senior  Tatiana
Cosentino.

The Save Our Schools
program was developed as a
sixty-day fundraiser to try
and regain at least a portion
of the pink-slipped teach-

€rs.

SMMUSD was forced to
cut $7.9 million from the
yearly budget for this
school year (2010-2011),
which was almost 10% of
the district’s operating
funds.

65 teacher and staff posi-
tions were removed this
school year causing class
sizes to  dramatically
increase and counselor to
student ratios much higher.
This program will, in some
ways, be a quick fix to a
problem that will most
likely last for multiple

ears. ;

On August 18t the goal
of reaching $1.5 million
was reached saving 19.75

positions, class ratios and
counselor ratio therefore
lowered significantly.
Elementary libraries are
fully open and elementary

music  was completely
restored. 9.5 elementary
teachers, two secondary

teachers, 2.5 music teach-
ers, and four library coordi-
nators were asked to retum
for this school year. The
Education Board also passed
additional positions to be
restored with  Federal
Education Jobs Fund dol-
lars. This program signifi-

cantly affected the
SMMUSD schools and
restored the jobs of many
pink-slipped teachers.

“It’s great that she, along
with my favorite teacher
[Jordan] Ervin were
saved it’s a great thing for
them and good for us to
have a college counselor for
our needs and such,” said
junior Jacob Oronoz.

This fundraiser was sup-
ported by numerous differ-
ent groups all throughout
the SMMUSD area. ZJ
Boarding House held an
event on July 30N featur-
ing free wine and food, live
music, raffle drawings, and
live auction items. 100%
of the raffle and auction
prize money and 15% of the

retail sales went to the
S.0.S. program.

The Aero Theater held a
showing © of  “Nanny
McPhee = Returns” on
August 81 also as a bene-
fit. There was also a Pat
Benatar with Neil Giraldo
concert ‘Between a Heart
and a Rock Place’ on
SeFtember 10th and!
1t at the Canyon
Club in Agoura Hills
with 50% of profits
donated. The Santa
Monica High School
ASB also held a
campaign . e

Schools! . .
Movies to
t h i
Rescue” g
program  at
Barnum Hall
on the SAMO-
HI Campus
with showings of -
“The Notebook”,
“The Princess and
the Frog”, and “Up”. :
All of those pro- o
ceeds were donated to
the program. As well as =

all of these events, many
stores in the Santa Monica-
Malibu area donated 8% of
sales to the S.0.S. pro-
gram.

This program was held
together and made success-
ful by the hundreds of

teers, dozens of business,
and thousands of contnibu-
tors who made this all pos-
sible.







