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wo of The Current’s
editors sat down with
our school’s new prin-
cipal, Dr. Cheli Nye, on

her firt day on the job to ask her

a few questions about herself and

her future at Malibu High School.

We understand that you came
from a different school district.
What are you looking forward to
in Malibu? =

First and foremost, I'm looking
forward to getting to know the
students and the staff here. 'm
happy to be back in L.A. County
and to be back at the beach. I re-
ally can’t wait to see all the great
things that the kids do on campus
and all the things you guys are
doingevetyday. (s

Where was the last school you
taught ar? Were you a principal

at your last school?

I was an assistant principal at
Tustin in Foothills from 2014 to
2016 and Torrence at North High
School from 2007 to 2014.

What is your favorite thing about
being an administrator?

My favorite thing is that I get to
support people. I can help a lot of
people in different ways, whether
its students with their classes,
navigating the school system, or
getting themselves to colleges. At
my last school I did a lot of in-
dividual tutoring for math. I also
enjoy helping the teachers and be-
ing able to support them so they
can support the students. If you
help the teachers, then they are
going to be able to help the stu-
dents. X -

Based on your last six hours,

what has been your first impres-

sions of Malibu High School?
This seems like a really nice

place. Kids seem to be very chill
and relaxed on campus. Every
student that I have met so far has
been very friendly. No one has
been afraid to come up and say
hello or have a little conversation
and that makes me really happy.
This is a big change, and it makes
me happy that it feels homey here.

What is something that sets you
apart from the other people in
your field?

I can do a Rubik’s Cube, how
about that? I think that what sets
me apart really is my focus on
supporting people. Everyone in
these positions has the knowl-
edge. We've all gone to school
and have the experience, but I
have a focus on support and I re-
ally believe in supporting every-
one on this campus.

So what made you decide to come
1o Malibu?
One, I think that it fits me. The

fact that everyone was so happy
and welcoming, that fits me, like
I really want a place that has that
vibe to the school. I want that
welcoming place and I was look-
ing for that. I like the fact that it’s
unique, it’s not everyday that you
have a 6th to 12th grade school. I
like that it is a little different. And
then I just think that the small set-
ting fits me, since I come from a
very small town in Michigan and
lived on a farm. It reminds me _
a lot of home in that way that it
feels like a close-knit community,

If you could give one piece of
advice to the students here in
regards to the new school year,
what would it be?

My normal advice is to always
get involved, because the more
involved you are, the more suc-
cess you’ll find on campus just
from all the experiences you’ll
have. But my other advice is to
please just come say hi.

You went to Michigan State, is
that correct?

Yes, I went to Michigan State
College for my undergraduate
and I bleed green. My dad also
went there, so I've been rooting
on the Spartans since I was a wee
little child.

So is there anything else you
would like to tell us that’s inter-
esting about yourself or that you
would like the school to know?

I have so many, but I already told
you I grew up on a farm and I can
do the Rubik’s cube. I was a soc-
cer coach in college and when I
was teaching high school I was
a math teacher. And I think I’ve
won every sand-sculpture contest
I’ve ever entered. That’s a good
start of things to know. Just come
ask and I will tell you.

Welcome to Malibu High School,
Dr. Nye!
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Remembering
Erwan

L

Kai Brady
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
n the early hours of Aug. 24,
Malibu High School alum-
nus Erwan McKeown, 19,
was killed in a hit-and-run
incident in Reseda.

McKeown was on his way to his
workplace at Cafecito Organico
in Point Dume when his motorcy-
cle was hit by a truck that failed
to yield during a left tun at the
intersection of Vanowen Street
and Tampa Avenue. The driver of
the truck failed to stop and pro-
vide aid, and McKeown died at
the scene. The driver, identified
as Pedro Ramos, 54, turned him-
self in the following day and was
taken into custody.

McKeown’s death came as a
devastating shock to many who
knew him in the Malibu commu-
nity. There has been an outpour-
ing of support from his cowork-
ers, his friends who went to MHS
with him, and those who saw him
regularly in Cafecito.

Cafecito Organico has been
accepting donations to a fund
for McKeown’s family since his

v

tributed all of their sales revenue
from Monday, Aug. 29. A Go-
FundMe page was also set up to
help the McKeown family raise
money, with a goal of $25,000.
As of Sept. 29, the page had
raised more than $26,000. A me-
morial remains in Cafecito, where
friends and family have placed
flowers and candles.

The Current would like to ex-
tend its condolences to the McK-
eown family and to all of those
whose lives he touched.

Editor’s Note: The Current
Adopts the Singular “They”

Zoe Detweiler
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

he Current has decid-

ed to adopt the use

of the “they/theirs™

as singular pronouns,
replacing “he/she™ and “his/
hers”. A gender-neutral singular
pronoun simplifies writing and is
inclusive of all gender identities.
“They” may refer to an unnamed
or unknown subject, as well as
any person who does not identify
within the gender binary.

While not typically thought of
as grammatically correct, a sin-
gular “they" is used in everyday
language to a gender neutral

pronoun for unknown subjects
(“Who left their stuff here?”). It
is also used by gender-queer or
gender-nonconforming people
who do not identify as male or
female and thus desire a gender
neutral pronoun.

However, use of a singular
“they™ is not a new phenome-
non. It first appeared as a gender
neutral pronoun used in writing
in 1365, according to Dennis
Baron, a university professor
who has done extensive chron-
icling and researching the use
of the pronoun. It’s been used
by writers for years, including
Jane Austen, Lewis Carroll, and

in the Oxford English Dictio-
nary. Hundreds of languages’
pronouns are all gender neutral.
such as Persian. Turkish, and
Korean. or have introduced a
nonbinary pronoun into the lan-
guage. such as Swedish, which
introduced an accepted pronoun
in 2010. Facebook allows their
users to select “they” as their
preferred pronoun. Today, it has
been adopted by the Washington
Post and the New York Times
Magazine. We at The Current
hope to embrace the evolution
of grammar and open up a wider
discussion about gender identity
and language.

Federal Judge Rules on PCB Lawsuit

Kai Brady
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
n Sep. 1, a federal
Jjudge ruled in favor
of America Unites For
Kids in their lawsuit
against SMMUSD, ruling that
the district violated the Toxic
Substances Control Act in their
failure to clean up polychlorinat-
ed biphenyls (PCBs) at Malibu
High School and Juan Cabrillo
Elementary.
The judge ruled that the school
district must remove all PCBs

the end of =+

2019. While the court ruling val-
idates the concerns of America
Unites, the court-ordered cleanup
plan is in accordance with the
plan put forth by SMMUSD,
allowing both sides to claim v
ictory.

Prior to America Unites’ law-
suit, SMMUSD spent upwards
of $7 million on legal fees and
various consultants. While the
district maintained that they
were following EPA guidelines,
several activist groups, including

America Unites, claimed that

the district’s methods did not

go far enough. More recently,
the district implemented a more
stringent policy toward cleanup,

involving the use of voter-ap-

proved bonds to upgrade affected

facilities.

While these new modernization
plans are in accordance with the
court ruling, Judge Percy Ander-
son of the Central District of Cal-

ifornia ruled that it is more likely

than not that PCBs still remain
in areas of the campus that have

sides appear to be satisfied with
the ruling and the current efforts
to remediate the problem.

The PCB incident first came to
light in 2013 after three teachers
developed thyroid cancer and
numerous students and teachers
developed other health problems,
all of which could have been as-
sociated with PCBs. SMMUSD’s
remediation efforts failed to
satisfy many in the MHS com-
munity, leading to the formation
of Malibu Unites (now America

T
Jenmifer DeNicola, President of America
Unites. Photo by The Malibu Times.

Unites) and further investigation
into the issue.

yet to be tested. Either way, both™=“Afier the controversy appeared

in the national news cycle, the
school district’s potentially un-
necessary use of taxpayer funds
on lawyers and consultants was
detailed in “Mismanagement of
SMMUSD Funds,” an article that
appeared in a 2015 issue of The
Current.

America Unites filed its lawsuit
in March 2015, and the trial took
place in May of this year. Now,
with the apparent satisfaction of
both sides, the issue appears to
be on its way to a solution.

France A e on 24

jpistrati¥e 9% 1 nubet S

o of onfam:lmr:(“““ y
o Is in Sy not
Kllld! rebel becd ‘..med
U-S"Muh,;' (e)n Mond2 5
i concems

\_4

rson |
Avleast o0 anded e B
¢ Jence broke o8t in Kabu,
Tal ity of Afgm™>
ook place ¥

AIEhaniros.

or pun Vi
it “!"@

Sepembe,
mrouﬁf;'l‘,,ﬂ;o; Jast.




2 October 2016

www.mhscurrent.com

Ashley Wallach
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR
n June 29, SpaceX's
spaceship of resources
for the International
Space Station failed
due to collapsing engines. How-
ever, the company has not given
up, and plans to export a space-
craft to Mars in May of 2018.

SpaceX declared their plan
in April to_drop the unmanned
Dragon spacecraft — which also
sends astronauts to the Interna-
tional Space Station — on Mars
for a test flight.

Biology and environmental
science teacher Mr. Kertesz ex-
plained, “They [SpaceX] needs to
put all of their supplies on Mars
first so that by the time humans
get there, should they need any-
thing, it is already there”.

Elon Musk, founder of SpaceX,
said, “SpaceX will send a mission
to Mars every two years begin-
ning in 2018, when the positions
of the planets allow the spacecraft
to make a direct trip from Earth”.

The plan to send the Dragon to
Mars is a step closer to sending
the first generation of humans to
Mars.,

“The basic game plan is we're
going to send a mission to Mars
with every Mars opportunity from
2018 onwards,” Elon said. “They
occur approximately every 26

months. We are establishing car-
go flights to Mars that people can
count on for cargo. That’s what’s
necessary to create a self-sustain-
ing, or a growing, city on Mars.”

What equipment the Dragon
will bring to Mars in 2018 has
not yet been announced. Howev-
er, NASA has agreed to provide
deep space sensors and assist
with communications, including
tracking and global coverage of
the spacecraft.

The Dragon’s will also launch
in July and August of 2020. These
dates are based on how the plan-
ets are arranged at that time and
year.

“At it is closest, Mars is six
months away and at its farthest, it
is two point two years away. My
guess is that the company will
push the time frame down like
they have done in the past. They
may have to push it back two or
five years,” Kertesz said.

“I think if things go according to
plan, we should be able to launch
people probably in 2024, with ar-
rival in 2025,” Musk said.

The mission will either orbit
Mars or land on the actual planet.
Since the volume of the Dragon
spacecraft is equal to that of an
SUV, traveling to Mars would be
very uncomfortable for the crew.

This month, Musk plans to ex-
plain his blueprint on the coloni-

zation of Mars at the International
Astronautical Congress in Gua-
dalajara, Mexico.

Not only is SpaceX working on
their mission to Mars, but so is
NASA. NASA hopes to launch
astronauts to Mars in the 2030s.
This will be costly to fund, but
will ‘provide an unprecendent
oportur;ily for research.

In preparation for the mission
to Mars in the next few decades,
NASA is planning on sending as-
tronauts to orbit the moon in the
Orion spacecraft as early as 2021.

Curiosity, a Mars rover, is cur-
rently analyzing Mars’s surface
for past life and elements that are
similar to Earth’s. This is benefi-
cial to astronomers to determine
whether or not the Martian sur-
face is more habitable than they
think.

The European Space Agency’s
“ExoMars™ rover will also take
flight in 2020, gathering samples
of possible past life on Mars.

As for space agencies elsewhere,
China is planing on sending a
rover to Mars in 2020. Addition-
ally, the United Arab Emirates is
sending an atmospheric orbiter to
Mars the same year.

Internationally, human space
travel beyond the International
Space Station and Earth’s moon
will be likely to occur within the
next few decades.

Maddie McVeigh
STAFF WRITER
n recent years, numerous
car manufacturers  have
been working towards the
ultimate electric car. Tesla,
a successful car company, may
have just introduced an glimpse
toward the future by announc-
ing a new car battery in August.
The new battery will extend Tes-
la Model S’s electric range to
around 315 miles, farther than
any electric car on the market so
far. The battery will also make the
Model S the third fastest produc-
tion car, going from O to 60mph in
just 2.5 seconds.

It’s not just Tesla revolutionis-
ing the future of cars, however.
Uber has released a 50-car fleet in
London of electric cars. The cars
are all Chinese-made BYD E6s,
and have a range of about 186
miles. There are also rumours of
a 20-car fleet of Nissan Leafs also
being dispatched into London by
Uber, all equipped with new bat-
teries.

These two updates just mark the
start of vehicular changes around
the world. In China, Baidu (a Chi-

Are Electric Cars
Taking Over
The Planet?

Images by Zoe Detweiler

nese internet company) has tested
a BMW 3-series car, modified to
have self driving capabilities. In
‘previous tests. the modified car
successfully completed an 186
mile long journey, with several
accomplishments along the way,
such as lane changes, u-turns, and
highway driving. Baidu also has
an office based in Silicon Valley,
and has been testing the driverless
cars around Sunnydale, Califor-
nia. .

Chris Urmson, a director of a
project under Google X (a re-
search and development compa-
ny founded by Google), has been
appealing to the United States
government to legally allow self
driving cars on the road in all
states, as currently the laws con-
cerning driverless vehicles differ
from state to state. Penn Sittig, a
junior at Malibu High, says that
he thinks that “the future of elec-
tric cars taking over is imminent”
and that “cars have evolved in our
culture into something more than
a machine”.

Now, it is just a matter of time
before these new vehicles take
over the streets.

Destructive Wildfires Set Southern California Ablaze

Jillian Wolf
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR
ontinued heat, dry
conditions, and gust-
ing winds that have
plagued Southern Cal-
ifornia during the summer and
early fall have resulted in numer-
ous fires throughout Orange and
Riverside county.

Starting on August 16, the Blue
Cut fire set San Bernardino coun-
ty ablaze. Stemming from Cajon
Pass, it resulted in mass devasta-
tion including the evacuation of
over 80,000 residents, closure of

the 15 and 138 highways, and the

_ destruction of over 300 structures

including residential homes and
business complexes. It has been
recorded as the 20th most dev-
astating wildfire in California’s
history.

While investigations on the ex-
act cause of the fire are still un-
derway, some attribute it to cli-
mate change. Lynne Tolmachoff,
the spokeswoman for California
Forestry and Fire Protection told
the Daily Beast, “there have been
a lot of days over 100 degrees...
and despite some rain over the

past winter, even the reservoirs
are rapidly draining.”

However, while this sparks the
Global Warming debate Richard
Kerr, the mayor of Adelanto ex-
pressed his doubts on the impli-
cations of climate change as a
cause of the fire. In an interview
with the Guardian he stated, “Cli-
mate change? A farce. I've been
here since 1996 and it’s been the
same: it gets hot in summer and
the place burns.”

Along with the Blue Cut incident,
Bogart Fire started on August
30th in Orange County burned

over 1,200 acres as of August 31.
In addition, near the Bogart fire,
the Holy Fire, started on August
31 burned 125 acres. While the
causes of these fires are still to be
determined, the windy, dry, and
hot weather conditions surely at-
tributed to the rapid spread.

_ Malibu High junior Crystal
Graham blames the fires on the
severe drought that has tormented
California for the last 5 years. “I
think we need to become more
aware of our surroundings includ-
ing our usage of water to prevent
further fires from occurring,” she

said.

Additionally, junior Sabrina
Carey sends her regards to the
victims of the recent fires. She
said, “It’s sad that so many fam-
ilies have been affected by the
fires and I hope that the commu-
nity will be able to come together
to help those in need.”

As the hot and dry weather con-
ditions remain to be the opposite
of the supposed “El Nino™ pro-
jected last year, more fires con-
tinue to set Southern California
ablaze.






