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RLS WATER POLO FINISHES REGULAR SEASON

Sophia Pilot
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

n their last home game
of the season, the Mal-

ibu High School Girls’
Water Polo team hosted
Cate School on January 27.
The girls pulled out their
ninth win of the season,
defeating Cate 12-8 and
ending the season in 2nd
place in the Citrus Coast
League with a 9-6 record.
The girls will contin-

ue practicing as they look
ahead to CIFs. Coach
Hayden Goldberg is feeling
confident as they head into
playoffs, “CIF is an honor to
get to. We have a chance to
go and make some noise. I
believe we have a really sol-
id team and when we play
our best we can hang with
anyone. The team has to
stay calm in big moments
and play for each other,
not themselves. I am very
excited for CIF and I love
coaching in big moments”
Seniors who've played all
four years find this season
especially meaningful. Lexi
Spivack 22 reflected on her
water polo career, “My ex-
perience playing girls water
polo at Malibu High School
has been amazing. I have

been playing water polo for
ten years and I have been
on the girls’ varsity team
since Freshman year. This
season was truly the best
year of high school water
polo I have ever played.
My team has progressed so
much since our first prac-
tice and I am so proud of
every single one of them! I
have never felt such a bond
with any of the teams I have
been on before and this
was the perfect ending to
my last year of water polo.
She also thanked her coach
Goldberg for everything she
has learned and she “would
not be half the person I
am today without him!”

Lolita Reynlib 22 said her
teammates made this season
extra special, “This season
by far has outweighed ev-
ery other season, because
of the amount of person-
ality, loyalty, and just over-
all connection established
amongst the team. Every
person was unique and we
all looked forward to each
and every practice. The bus
rides will forever be some
of the best moments of my
senior year, and I am more

Photos by Simeon Sturges

than grateful to have played
my favorite position this
year as a 2-meter player”
For many of the seniors,
this won't be their last time
in the pool. Eden Amar
22 is looking forward to
her last year on the swim
team. “T will definitely miss
the camaraderie our team
had, but I am looking for-
ward to swim team. She
also noted that being on the
swim team has improved
her speed and stamina
during the games. “If you
want to play water polo, I
highly recommend joining
the swim team,” she added.
With seven seniors grad-
uating, there will be many
spots to fill. Coach Hayden
Goldberg is looking for
more girls to play, “I don’t
have many girls in middle
school playing the sport so it
was hard to recruit. The se-
niors took a week and made
signs, posters, announce-
ments and on sign up day
we had 15 signatures. Of the
15 we got 6. That is a win!!”
Hopefully, the next
recruiting class will
have a winning roster.
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Seniors: Monique Aldrich,

SeniorJiate Miller, Lexi Spivack,
Alana Gutierrez, Eden Amar,
Lolitta Renylib, Hailey Ceqglia,
Nicole Reynaga
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Annika Bolander, Ellie Senffner,
Camille Anneet
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Seniors: Morgan Feig, Hunter
Shanahan, Drake Dejute-Erikson,
Matthew Tarney, Luke Levin,
Danner Rondell
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EDITOR
e are always com-
municating  different
parts of ourselves

through speech. In a more dig-
itized age, where a primary me-
dium is now typed speech, punc-
tuation is more prevalent than
ever. The exclamation mark - a
tool to convey excitement, pas-
sion, or anger - has more recent-
ly been translated into a means
of  ‘undermining’  ourselves.
I’'m guilty of it - attached

to every email I have proba-
bly ever sent, is a minimum of
two exclamation marks. My
reason for this? I’'m afraid to
sound too ‘cutthroat’ or direct.
In my own experience, this
feels like a disproportionate-
ly ‘female’ thing — something
that has been thoroughly backed
by research. In a 2006 Oxford
study, researchers observed 200
professional discussion groups.
About 73% of exclamation
marks used were by women.
On the other hand, there is wide-
spread criticism posed against the

use of exclamation marks. Since
the beginning of the 20th century,
many notable figures in the liter-
ary world, including Ernest Hem-
ingway and Arthur C. Clarke, re-
jected the use of it. In fact, The
Old Man and the Sea, only has
one exclamation mark through-
out the entire novel. In many re-
gards, it has been a faux pax of
sorts, mostly rooted in the fact
that women had just begun to use
it at the time. A major reason for
this is a cultural fear of women
feeling a bit too demanding in re-
gards to their male counterparts.
So what is it about the excla-
mation mark that attracts so many
women, but so few men? On the
other hand, why does it have
such a negative connotation?
There are two very pointed sides
to the exclamation mark - if you
use it too often the question of
sounding unprofessional, desper-
ate, or (god forbid) overly femi-
nine arises. On the other hand, if
you steer clear from it, your sen-
tences seem too stern and uptight.

It is a clear reflection of wom-
en’s scrutiny- there is no way to
truly win in this grammatical bat-
tle. Both of these notions, either
that it is too ‘female’, emotional,
or overused, or that you need to
avoid it to not seem overly de-
manding, paint women in a bad
light. Grammar has nothing to
do with gender, and exclama-
tion marks are included in that.

What does have a gender bias,
is our response to them. Rath-
er than following whatever our
culture currently conditions us
to think, especially in regards
to grammar, it is important that
we detach from our current
thought process on grammar.

When deliberating on wheth-
er or not to use an exclamation
mark, regardless of gender, do
not let previous concepts that
reinforce grammatical inequali-
ty prevail. You are the possessor
of your tone, and no linguistics
can create debate around that.
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. COLLEGE BORRD'S maNoPoLY

STAFF WRITER

ollege is becoming an ever
more important part of a
student’s career, and putting

many students into a position where
they are almost forced to use the one
company which holds a monopoly
on processes which gets students
into college: College Board. The
SAT, PSAT, and all AP classes are
all run under the poor administration
of the College Board, exploiting tax
laws running as a not-for-profit or-
ganization despite making millions
of dollars in profits every year.
Using devious tactics, College
Board overcharges students to take
poorly proctored tests for AP Class-
es or the SAT/PSAT, with results
coming months later, on a website
which has frequent outage issues,
giving students a single numerical
score with little to no feedback on
specifics. If the site is down, don’t
worry; you can always get your
score on the phone... for an extra
15 dollars. If you wish to send these
scores to colleges, from a test which
was already overpriced to take,
there is another fee. It cannot be that

expensive to send numbers from
one computer to another, especially
when they come from scantron tests
which are made to be quickly grad-
ed. Despite the issues which plague
students who must use college
board, profits from the company
are not put into improving the qual-
ity of college board’s services, but
rather making the company into a
billion dollar company. The money
you pour into tests and the obnox-
ious fees that follow do not go into
improving the tests or systems in
which they are run, they are put into
the pockets of College Board exec-
utives. The president of the College
Board makes an average of 750,000
dollars a year, and executives
make about 300,000 a year - more
than many doctors make per year.

The SAT, a test run by the Col-
lege Board, is commonly used as a
benchmark for a student’s knowl-
edge, making admissions easier
for colleges, and with grades being
inconsistent among schools stan-
dardized tests such as the SAT are
even more important for colleges.

However it has been shown that
even these tests are not indicative
of academic performance, but rath-
er your families income and will-
ingness to dump money into test
prep guides, tutors, and materials,
all which can be very expensive.
Scores are so strongly correlated
with wealth that they can be ob-
served following a normal distribu-
tion, or bell curve, where students
with family income of $100,000 or
more are more than twice as like-
ly as students with family income
under $50,000 to have an SAT
test score between 1400 and 1600.

College Board pretends to be a
non-for-profit organization built
upon building success for students,
when in reality they’re a company
which has standardized the sys-
tem for which colleges find eligi-
ble students, monopolizing edu-
cation benefiting as a business at
the expense of students, especial-
ly those in low income families.

THOUGHTS ON THE NELU SAT

Lola Weber
EDITOR

Mr. Corrigan

Maxim Podgore ‘22

1. Did you take the SAT?

I did.

2. Do you think it’s an accurate
measurement of intelligence?

I don’t think it is an accurate
measurement of my intelligence,
but it did help me get a leg up in
admissions.

3. How do you feel about it be-
ing digitized and only 2 hours?
I like the idea that it is a short-
er test because it can be kind of
mentally exhausting but the dig-
itized aspect seems like it might

1. Did you take the SAT?
Yes I did back in ‘85.
2. Do you think it’s an accu-
rate measurement of intelli-
gence? 3.
Hm. Well it was something I
signed up for, back in the day
we just took it once you did
not have any day prep courses
or whatever - so basically all I
really cared for was getting the
right math score for engineering
school. So did it accurately ef-

1. Did you take the SAT?
Yeah
2. Do you think it’s an accurate
measurement of intelligence?
No not in any regard
3. How do you feel about it be-
ing digitized and only 2 hours?
I don’t really have any com-
ments about that, but I think the
only thing that it does is make it
more accessible, but there still is
that aspect of people having to
pay for and that always leads to

than my English knowledge.
How do you feel about it
being digitized and only 2
hours?

I heard of that on the news and
I think it’s a great idea. Espe-
cially if there are less low-level
math questions, and more tar-
geted questions.

people who come from more ma-
terial backgrounds having greater
success on the test.

4. Is it really more accessible
if it now would require people
to have access to technology &
wifi?

The U.S. in terms of wifi vs trans-
portation shows that an online
version would be more accessi-
ble, but the College Board as a
whole is still very rigged.

be unfair and take out the “stan-
dardized” aspect of the test.

fect my math knowledge? Hmm
a bit. But I think it reflected my
math knowledge a bit better

NWNTVY

=Y

N\

SPOTLIGHT

Henry Stern, California Senator, MHS Class of 2000
Photo by the California State Senate

Sophia Pilot
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

1. What kind of student
were you in high school...
Would your teachers be
surprised about what
you’ve accomplished?

Probably not. Many of my
teachers actually helped me
become a Senator! Well,
maybe Mr. Tucker (Sr.)
would’ve been surprised.

2. If you could thank
one teacher from your
time at MHS who would
it be and why?

Mrs. Eicks, for empower-
ing me and my class back
in 8th-grade social stud-
ies, to fight anti-Semitism
and racism on campus by
bringing to life our studies
in the classroom, on tough
topics like the Holocaust,
slavery, and the Constitu-
tion.

3. Is there anything you
learned in math class that
helps you in your career
today?

Lewis Leithold taught me
in AP Calculus that there
are no real limits!

4.  What classes would
you recommend aspiring
politicians take at MHS?

Don’t be a politician. Poli-
tics are a means not an end.
Start with being a servant
to your community and let
your life unfold without
over-planning it. Embrace
the smallness of MHS and
be as entrepreneurial as you
can even though school is
so stressful. If there’s a
club that doesn’t exist, start
it. If there’s a subject that
needs teaching, push for a
new class. If you see one
of your classmates slipping
through the cracks, help.
We are a small town with
big power for good. So
don’t wait to lead. Your
time is now.

1. Did you take the SAT?
No I didn’t.
2. Do you think it’s an accurate

Hank Kell 22

measurement of intelligence?

I do not think it’s an accurate mea-
surement of people’s intelligence.
3. How do you feel about it be-
ing digitized and only 2 hours?

I think it’s very stressful and makes
the whole process harder for peo-
ple to focus.

1. Did you take the SAT?

No.

2. Do you think it’s an accurate
measurement of intelligence?
Yeah , in some parts.

3. How do you feel about it be-
ing digitized and only 2 hours?
Well I don’t know how it was be-

fore.

Photos by Noah Redclay
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PREDICTIONS,
WHAT'S NEXT?

unique
| memories of our youth
as we faced challenges from a
pandemic that put our lives

£ on pause. During such times,
~ we were able to consume me-
| dia that had become our only
source of entertainment. From
politics to" celebrity scandals,
new scientific discoveries, in-
ternet currency crazes, and
more, we became consumed by
the lives of ‘others and outside
elements as our own lives be-

came difficult to say the least,
Though we were
still able to find times of light,
therefore, here are some silly
predictions for the upcoming
i year that may be the very news
g we need to tend to as some of
the year’s most memora-

mo-

E to navigate...

ble

Ayla Griffin-Jasshy
STAFF WRITER

1. TikTok- After spending hours
on this app in 2021, I think it’s time
we all step outside and get some
air. Not everything is included in
15 second videos, and my screen
time is actually embarrassing.

2. Crumbl Cookies- The trend
is over. Who decided spending
that much money on average sug-
ar cookies was okay anyway?

3. Chunky rings- Buying clay is
less expensive than buying these
rings, and they’ll probably look
better if you make them yourself.

~ ments.
Afters being
@ photographed eating
street kles in unglamorous
winter
times to escape the internet’s
notice, Adam Sandler will cre-
ate a fashion brand. Its line will
include pre-rumpled shorts,
graphic shirts inspired by the
stores on the Venice Boardwalk,
and a collaboration with Adidas
that pairs long tube socks with
low-top sneakers. This event
holds a likelihood of 74%, con-
sidering Mr. Sandler would not
want to move the direction of his
career inte the fashion industry
and it may coincide with a fu-
ture role. Kourtney Kardashian

their first child %ether and
announce the status of the preg-
nancy by the end of July or ear-
ly August. This will kick start
a “punk” baby clothing brand,
showcasing a line of edgy child
wear for newborns and toddlers.
This holds a likelihood of 65%
as Kourtney Kardashian is al-
ready the

4. Kourtney Kardashian and
Barker’s weird rela-
tionship with Megan Fox and
MGK- 40 going on 14. Aren’t you
supposed to go through your emo

Travis

phase in middle school?

5. Squid Game- People only
liked this show because there was
nothing else to do. Overrated and

pointless.

6. LED lights- This isn’t room
decor, and it was fun when every-
one got them in 2020. Now it’s

done.

STUD

ENT’S

NEW YEAR’S

Lily Romanov-Weschler
STAFF WRITER

he tradition of making a
TNew Year’s resolution

started around 4,000 years
ago with the ancient Babylonians.
According  to  History.com,
“For early Christians, the first
day of the new year became the
traditional occasion for thinking
about one’s past mistakes and
resolving to do and be better in
the future.” I’ve never taken new
year’s resolutions seriously or
really ever thought about them
for more than a minute. This year
I’ve decided to try to make some
simple goals for myself such
as doing all my homework and
taking care of my skin. To make
these goals possible for me I

ESOLUTIONS

make sure [ start my skincare
routine by 10 P.M so that I don’t
get too tired to do it. I’'m trying
to do the same thing with my
homework, starting at an earlier
time so I can just get it done.

When I asked Ms. Auer what
her New Year’s resolution is,
she gave me a very matter of fact
look and said,”I don’t believe in
New Year’s resolutions because
they set you up to fail, but yes I
started a diet but it’s not going
well.” The pattern of setting a
goal that is unrealistic or hard
to keep up with seems to be
common. If people began to
set easier goals that are more
realistic then they would be more
likely to succeed and rather than
feeling guilt for failing they could
feel happiness for succeeding.

CEO
of Poosh, ablog where

she recommends products and

gives advice to her fans; she may

create a clothing line through
her blog instead of creating a
separate production. Kristen
Stewart will win an Oscar for
Spencer. It would make Stewart
the first openly queer actress to
take the Best Actress statuette.
This holds a likelihood of 92%
as the actress is more than de-
serving of such an award rec-
ognizing her recent works. The
Queen of England, Elizabeth I,
will pass during the month of
June due to old age. The Taurus
queen.is at the current age of 96,
for she was born April 21, 1926.
The likelihood of this occurring
is 82% for the queen may still
have a few years ahead of her,
all in all, stay hydrated Eliza-
beth! Pete Davidson and Kim
Kardashian will announce their
split in early April, due to Pete
Davidson’s relations with Miley
Cyrus to whom he will get into
a relationship with in June and
travel with during the summer.
The couple will announce a co-
medic podcast together, and
tease rumors of an engagement.
This holds a likelihood of 40%
considering Miley Cyrus seems
uninterested in any romantic af-
fairs, and Pete Davidson may be
committed to Kim Kardashian.
Harry Styles will be caught in a
con- troversial scandal,

7. “Y2K”- Somehow only the
worst parts of the 2000’s were
brought back with this trend. It
could’ve worked, but Ed Hardy

was never cute.

8. Emily Mariko- Can we all
just admit that the salmon rice

bowl is not that good?

9. Cowboy hats- Okay fine for a
theme, but not a daily thing. This
was a trend for way too long and I
think we can all agree it’s time for

it to end.
10. Covid.

I asked two Malibu High
students from different grades if
they had made any new year’s
resolutions and they had very
different responses . “Ummm I
guess stop procrastinating and eat
healthier” junior, Aiza Romero
I feel eating healthier is a very
common resolution to make and
that many people start a “New
years Diet *’. It’s also one that
most people don’t keep up with.
Senior Lola Weber said,“I’'m
kinda anti resolution because it
makes us look at ourselves in a
negative way ”. I think that Lola
is making a very good point and
it partially goes along with what I
said earlier. It seems
as  though the

whether -~

it may be due to a past
partner or of his own doing; he
will be forced to make a public
statement thatléaves fans in dis-
traught. This holds a likelihood
of 15% considering the fact that
Styles is a very innocent and
genuine being, hoped to be inca-
pable of anything that may arise
a scandal, though the possibil-
ity still lies. Tom Holland and
Zendaya Coleman will either
announce an engagement or
pregnancy in mid-September,
naming the child after a close
family relative or friend that
may have passed. During the
marriage ceremony, a tribute
will be made to the couple’s roles
in Spiderman, that will buzz
the media. This holds a likeli-
hood of 10% as the couple both
have great career demands that
may interfere with such plans.
Next up, country music will

Stagecoach will have its largest
number of crowds, headlining
artists such as Thomas Rett,
Maren Morris, and Midland.
This holds a likelihood of 98%,
considering stage coach is ex-
pected to occur. Shane Dawson
will release a documentary fol-
lowing his journey post cancel
culture and the effects it has had
on his life. Ithwill receive nega-
tive backlash and the youtube
will decide to¥create a compa-
ny under a masked
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unhealthy tradition for one’s
mental health and self image.
Two weeks later after  originally

asked Mrs.Auer and Aiza
Romero about their New Year’s
revolutions I followed up with
them to see how they are doing.
Mrs.Auer said quite passionately
“Not great, I'm cheating like
crazy I might as well not be on
a diet” When I was asking her
about it she also seemed quite
frustrated which brings me back
to the point that setting hard set
resolutions is unhealthy and
usually does not work out and
it makes what Lola

_+_is saying seem

even more true.

"name T

to  maintain = a
steady source of income, ]
something related to farm
life. This holds a 45% likeli-
hood considering the influ-:3
encer is still true to his pri- %
vacy during this time as the §
media holds him rightfully ac- §
countable. The young star Jojo
Siwa will host the Ellen Show
and be promoted to starting her
own talk show similar to Ellens
where young stars, such as.{"
singers, dancers, and actors ™
will be asked to participate in *
games and charity fundrais-*
ers. This helds a likelihood ofj
25%, Jojo Siwa is expected to;
go on tour in the upcoming
year and may not have the '}
time for such an endeavour.
Dear 2022, we are counting *
on you! Let us hope that a new %
punk baby clothing line will
launch, a marriage or two will

St . commence, stars win awards |
take over music billboards and ¢

they are deserving of, and new j
journeys that we will get the
opportunity to follow. 4

When I found Aiza Romero to
ask about her resolution she very
nonchalantly said this “I’m eating
more and procrastinating wise
there’s not a lot to procrastinate’’
This makes it evident that another
reality for resolutions is that they
just become forgotten and pushed
aside. I think a solution to this
would be making more realistic
goals that you can hold yourself
to but making sure you don’t
get overly hard on yourself if
you slip up. Also think It would
be important to find a way for
you to get yourself excited and
motivated about your resolutions.

tradition of setting

new year’s

resolutions

has almost L
almost I_\'II 4
become

a n




