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MHS Cheer-
leading Squad
Wins Big at
Competition

By Emma Blackwood in addition to regular
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR ~ practice.
The squad cheers during
t their last halftime, time outs, and
competition the quarters in the games, pep
Malibu High rallies, and attends other
School  cheer Competitions as well,
squad  placed “Cheerleading
first in their isanimportant
respective At our com- part of my life.
division  and ses It’s somethin;
received pCtlthIl, we I look forwarg
the most + to each week,
outstanding went in not and enjoy
varsity  squad  knowing who  doing. It's an
overall out of. * exhilarating
approximately W€ WETE€ Up rush to go
15 to 20 teams. . before people
The squad aZalnst or and p:hg\v
1S working them how
to participate what would hard we have
and win at happen” worked,” said
nationals in Las sophomore
Vegas, Nevada Kelly Watson.
on Aprl 16% - Senior Emily “It is also a
2011. . great way to
The team Thiessen relieve stress
consists of and be with
freshman a bunch of
Jade Collins-Parnill, girls whom I know I can
sophomores Jenny depend upon, no matter the

Koltyar, Kelly Watson,
Ysidora Bravo, Nicki
Cunningham, Mia Nunez,

Eden Concoff, and Jessica

situation.”

The girls make get-well
cards and treats for the team
members who have been

Murray, junior Paige injured. And for football
Schwimer, and senior games, the squad creates
Emily Thiessen. giant signs for the team to
The team : i run through at
practices on It’S an exhil- the start of the
Tuesdays and . game.
Thur gday s, afatmg I'U.Sh Additionally
irl
Bl = Db oo
basketball people and boy’s lof.kfr
home  game room to help
-duringtheweek Show them boost  school
and durin; and team spirit
the fall seasoﬁ how hard we before the
cheers at the ” game.
varsity football worked ;l'ml;sscn said
games. of the teams
Occasionally _ work, “At our
the tean); Sophomore competition
attends the Kelly Watson in January, we
girls basketball I\::nt_ in nhot
games as owing who
well. During the summer, we were up....cOntinued
the squad attends cheer oOn page itwo
camp with the United
Cheer Association (UCA) . :
SPORTS

Davis Thacker and
Will Rosenthal re-cap
the Superbowl.
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New Teacher Evaluation Well
Received by Teachers and Students

By Davis Thacker

EDITOR IN CHIEF
his  year, the
California ~ State

Legislature passed
a law allowing
high  school  students
to  complete  teacher
evaluations similar to those
a college student would

complete at the conclusion
of a class.
State Senate
1422 states
government at a school
can develop a coalition
of teachers, students, and
administrators to create a
survey that lets students
give their opinions about
their teachers.
The evaluations are to

CAMPUS LIFE

Bill

& What to do and where

10 20 on the most

sexist holiday of the
year: Valentine’s Day!

the student .

be completed only once a
year, and this past week
at Malibu High School
marked the first time that
the school has done teacher
evaluations.

The evaluation form
consisted of 30 multiple-
choice questions that were
meant toaccurately measure
a student’s satisfaction with
the teacher and the class in

general.

The forms are to remain
anonymous in order to
let students give precise
answers without fear of
punishment by the teacher.
For this same reason,
students were given the
evaluation forms following
their finals so that their
grades in the class would....
continued on page 3
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By Cameron Hart
FEATURES EDITOR
lawsuit was
recently filed by
the American
ivil  Liberties
Union saying that
California  schools are

charging students for things
that students, according
to the nature of the public
school system, should not
be charged for. These fees
include: transportation fees
for athletics and textbooks
for advanced classes.

and secondary education®
The lawsuit was settled by
the court systems within
the state of California.
However, the effect the
court ruling will have on
Malibu High and other
public  Californja  high
schools is unclear.

Part of the lawsuit stated
that California  schools
would be given directions
about what the school can

.......Continued
Jfrom page
(4] 1 7 A —

against or what would
happen. However
beforehand, we literally
shed blood, sweat, and
tears, and we shared our
hard work with the world.”

Thiessen believes that
the founding of the
cheerleading squad may
eventually cause overall
school spirit at Malibu
High to change.

“We planted a small seed
at Malibu where we all
know it will one day grow
into a mighty oak tree
that serves a foundation
for unprecedented school
spirit and courage,” said
Thiessen.

Many of the girls take
tumbling lessons outside
of the team practice but
in team practice they do
cheers, stunts, and dances.
The team started in middle
school between 2008 and
2009 with six of the girls
in eighth grade continuing
to create a team in high
school.

Only one member

or cannot charge students
for.

There is the possibility
that the new guidelines will
end all student fees. Some
students support a system
that would prevent the
school from administering
excessive fees.Realistically,
however, the abolition of
all student fees would mean
significantly less money for
schools to use for several
programs and departments,
including athletics. The
effects of the abolition of
student fees could be so

Middle School |, The _ S s
Dance states There is the programs
: ‘ fgﬁgs“‘ezef possibility that the l‘;rivi‘;ege‘:
fees are new guidelines will would
illegal have to be

because end all student fees cu.

it violates

F Ebr llar y the law Therefore,
that  all these
16 ‘American  citizens are programs would have
privy to a free elementary to depend entirely on

fundraisers and donations
to keep them running.
These sorts of incomes are
not dependable and could
potentially mean trouble,
especially during turbulent
economic times.

This law is a statewide
issue and will certainly
affect Malibu High School.
The athletes at Malibu
High have been required
to pay a 170 dollar bus fee

(Thiessen) is graduating
this year and a successful
middle school squad will
supply the team with more
members.

“It’s going to be really
sad seeing Emily go. She’s
like the big sister of the
group” said Koltyar.

The girls feel that they
have a special bond, that
cheer at this school has

become a lifestyle for them &

rather than just another
sport. They feel that they
are under constant watch
by others at Malibu High
School, more so than other
high schools as the cheer

team here is relatively new. (|

Murray said “That
[cheerleading] is the
hardest, the most painful,
and the most demanding
sport. I also play other
sports, and though practice
for cheer is only two days
a week we definitely get a
tough workout those days.”

Although the girls
recognize that others

.will judge them because
of their sport, they have
learned to move past
others’ judgement and

for the expense of traveling
to away games. The bus
is a bit expensive, but it
makes it possible for the
teams - to travel and play
competitively.

However, if a student who
does not have the money,
he or she is still allowed to
travel with the team. The
bus fee is instead paid by
Malibu’s ASB.

“I do not have a problem
with the bus fee because it
is a one time payment for
the whole season,” said
senior Jordan Seah.

One possibility for the
future of athletic programs
might be having students
and their families pay for a
“bus donation” instead of a
bus fee. This will mean that
those who can afford to pay
money to support the team
will do so. If this is the
case, the sports teams will
essentially be receiving
income in the same way
that they did before.

A second possibility is
for a few parents who can
afford to put up a large sum
of money for the whole
team, would do so. An
issue with the fees in the
past, is that students put up
money for their sport, when
in reality part of that money
may be going towards
another sport. With the
donation system, money
donated toward a sport will

focus on winning.

go towards that individual
sport.

However, less popular
sports, or sports with fewer
team members might, then,
receive less money and be
limited in their ability to
compete properly.

Any way you look at it, the

Court Ruling May Abolish
Student Fees at MHS

are the AP exams ne;
ar {]
end of each schog) ye::
Students are  chargeg 9%
dollars so they cap 0
a four hour test jp the
with the goal of gei)i’;n‘
some college crei
future.  ile

If a student does not

Malibu High School sport’s  the test or refuses g s
teams need money in order  the fee to take the test g
for them to be a part of this  highest that student Can‘ the
school. Without money the i the AP class js o get
teams ‘cannot afford to pay Many AP studengs ;
for traveling expenses and  at the possibility of ¢ oJI'i‘mp
sports equipment. credit, however, there tee
“The option is that we those students whe are are
don’t have 1 ooki':’g‘
athletics at .
Malibu.» As of now MHS is zol?egr
= ., 5 €
s 0 ¢ waiting to receive - credit.
rincipal - ince
M a r k these new guide- Students
Kelly. a aredow
As a lines - graded
result  of for oy
the lawsuit, taking
the state of the tegt
California it br’ingg
will have to provide up the issue of whether or
guidelines as to what not these students whe do
California  schools can take the test are paying for

receive money for.

As of now Malibu High
School is waiting, just
like many other schools,
to receive these new
guidelines. The future of
Malibu High School is
unclear until these new set
of rules are received.

Another school issue
affected by the lawsuit

their grade.

In the future students may
still have to pay to take the
AP test, but students will
most likely not be down
graded if they do not wish
to take the test. However,
nothing is certain until the
day that MHS receives the
new guidelines regarding
student spending.

Cheerleaders Hope to Start
Trend Toward School Spirit

PUT YOUR POM-POMS UP!: The MHS cheerleading team prepares Jfor a game.
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“Evita” Takes the Stage as the
Spring HS Musical

By Davis Thacker -
EDITOR IN CHIEF

he Malibu High
School  Theater
Department  has
chosen Evita as
the musical that will be
performed this coming
spring.
Auditions for the various
roles of the play were held
on January 19® and 20%,

with the official parts being
revealed the following
week.

Seniors Ren Martinez
and Staffan Edenholm
will perform the lead parts

of the production, with a
number of other actors and
actresses compromising a
talented and experienced
cast.

The play revolves around
the life of Eva Peron
(played by Martinez), the
second wife of Argentinean
politician ~ Juan  Peron
(played by Edenholm). The
play includes Eva’s early
life, her rise to prominence
in Argentina, her charity
work, and many other
aspects of her life including
her romantic endeavors

A character simply known
as Che narrates the play.

Whether this character is
based on Che Guevara,
the Argentinean Marxist
revolutionary (or the guy
you see on t-shirts all of the
time worn by people who
have no idea who he is) is
up lo the adaptation of the

theatrical ~ production at
Malibu High School for two
of the Theater Department’s
most experienced senior
actresses, Martinez and
Charlotte Van Ireland.
As they begin practicing
for their last production at

musical. s . a  theater
. In a number I’'m looklng department
of versions of that  has
the production, forward to been  an
Che remains : integral
an enigmatic leamlng how part of their
figure that to dance the high school
bears no direct experience,
resemblance cha-cha and b ot h
to Guevara. o . Martinez
However, in Spendlng time and  Van
the film with my fellow Ireland
X reflect
senior Ren” on  their
- Senior Char-
lotte Van Ireland

adaptation of “Evita”
(where Eva is played
by Madonna and
Che is played by
Antonio Banderas) ,
Che plays a central
role in the play and
is clearly based on
the revolutionary.
Che will be played
by a guest actor
that has not been
announced yet.
The musical
will mark the last

experiences in Malibu High
School theater and - their
desire to leave on a high
note.

“I'm looking forward
to learning how to dance
the cha-cha and spending
time with my fellow senior
Ren,” said Van Ireland.

The show also holds
special  significance for
Martinez in that she has a
long history with Evita.

“It’s always been one of
my favorite shows,” said

Martinez.

“It was actually the first
show I ever did. I was six
years old and. performed
in the children’s choir in
Pepperdine’s version of the
show.”

However, while Martinez

they open four months later
on June 2™.

The cast has already
begun taking what will be a
number of dance classes.

Along with the massive
chorus that accompanies
the show, the dancing will

and Van be one of the
Ireland have The play re- harder parts for
erformed cast to perfect.
?n every VOIVCS around However,
production the life of Bva (o0 Pl
sin?ed d[hleir Peron’ the ‘tjhe theatc{
m i e _ epartmen
school days, second wife of believes  that
the only . it will  be
pther senior Argentlnean something that
Fgennoim, Politician 201 bEAHE 1o
is appearing enjoy and get
in his first into.
musical. “I'm excited
While the for the show,”
prospect said sophomore
of playing Payden Hayes,
the lead who played the
in the first lead male part

musical he’s

participated in may
seem daunting to some,
Edenholm is approaching
the opportunity in a

different way. i
“I’m a little nervous, but

I've done shows before so
I think I'll be okay,” said
Edenholm.

“But once I get on the
stage, [ know that I won’t be
nervous Staffan anymore,
I'll be Peron.”

Evita began practice
on February 2™ and will
continue practicing until

in the fall’s
production of Radium
Girls. “The style of song
and dance is easy to get
into.”
The road to putting on a
production like Evita is
a long and arduous one,
but the theater department
is used to the work and
is looking forward to the

challenge.

New Teacher Evaluations Go
Smoothly

....continued from page one
not be affected by their
answers.

This protection of the
students was a paramount
issue when members of
Malibu High School’s
Associated Student Body
and faculty members
discussed the procedure of
the evaluations.

ASB was the body that
first proposed the idea of
having teacher surveys
at Malibu High School.
ASB took care of the

original ~ questionmaking,
the distribution and sorting
of the Scantrons, and

helping pitch the idea to the
administration and faculty.

Following the original
suggestion of the idea,
members of ASB and
representatives of each
faculty department gathered
to go over the questions and
the general procedure of the
surveys.

One such meeting took
place on January 11%, in

which ASB representatives -

Elizabeth Wilson, Charis

instead of at the end of the
year,” said Wenker.

Buff, and Maddy Rotman Wenker later added that
met with staff members the process was relatively
and teachers Jennifer seamless as a whole.
Gonzalez, “We didn’t
Ryan Bell, <« o really have any
Jason Clark, It was a little roadblocks.
and vice- Costly, I think ASB did a
principal Phil | g good job of
Wenker to go 1N the end it’s  taking care of
over the final . everything,”
touches of the beneficial so said Wenker.
survey. 11?7 Another
In the 1ts worth the issue brought
meeting, it was  cost”’ up in the
decided that the . January 1lth
teachers would L. meeting  was
give their -Vice Principal  the quality and
students  the Phil Wenker effectiveness

surveys during
the week after
mid-year finals
instead of at the
end of the year
as the avoid
much of the end of the year
confusion.

“I think it was definitely
a good decision to do it at
the end of the first semester

of questions,
Both teachers
and - students
did not want
to waste one
of the 30
questions on the survey
with a question that would
not be beneficial to the
teachers or one that would
not accurately reflect the

opinions of the students.

_ One of the main objectives
for both the administration
and ASB was to follow the

we did it correctly and
followed the bill exactly
in order to avoid union
issues,” said Wenker.

outline given . . While the
by the Senate “I think it’s a results  of
Bill in order : the surveys
to ElV(:’tid ~any gOOd idea. It were  not
ol Tofgyoure:  Jaenled
teacher’s flect on what him, thel:
union. genera
Once again, WOTks and what feedback
confidentiality 3499 from  the
was key. doesn’t teachers
The survey R has  been
resultsreceived positive.
by the teachers -Teacher Rafael “I have not
are to remain  Hornandez heard a lot
in the teachers’ yet,”  said
hands and Wenker.
are not to be “But  the
seen _by _the teachers
administration. that T have
This ensures talked to
that the said  that
teachers  will the results

not be punished should

they receive dissatisfactory

results from their students.
“We wanted to make sure

have been helpful. I haven’t
gotten anything negative
yel.”

A number of teachers and

students have spoken out in
favor of the surveys, saying
that they have provided
a good opportunity for
students to voice their
opinions without fear of
punishment and for teachers
to receive honest feedback.

“I think it’s a good
idea,” said teacher Rafael
Hernandez. “ It lets you
reflect on what works and
what doesn’t work.”

This feedback has paved
the way for a continuation
of the teacher surveys in the
future.

While the process was
somewhat expensive due
to the number of Scantron
sheets, administration
believes that the results are
worth it.

“It will be up to teachers
and ASB whether we
continue this next year,”
said Wenker. “While it was
a little costly, I think in the
end it’s beneficial so it’s
worth the cost.”
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New Broadcast Program Comes to MHS

By Caroline Kauf-
man and Davis

Thacker
EDITORS IN CHIEF

n February 1st

Malibu High got

its first taste of

Shark TV, Mal-
ibu High’s broadcast jour-
nalism program.

The idea for the pro-
gram came in a House of
Representatives  meeting
last month when several
students complained that
school events were not
publicized enough. In re-
action to this complaint
seniors Davis Thacker,
Evan Schoenbrun, CJ
Keossian, Chase Hall,

Mo Bardovi and juniors
Jackson Winner and Levi
Woods decided to create
Shark TV. Thacker, Schoe-
nbrun, Keossian and Hall

gram. Thacker writes the
script for the program.
Winner primarily films
and edits the program.
Woods and Bardovi helps

ing,” said Thacker.

“Al the end of the year, I
hope that Shark TV makes
students more involved in
the school and makes more

with sounds, student
;ﬁlitiﬂg and “Kids seem to come hou:
ming. . . to schoo
“The core like it and the events.”
group of us _ . Shark
wanted  to visuals make TV is in-
make a little 1 dependent
broadcast an- the kids actually of both the
nouncement |isten and pay journal-
at first,” said . ism  pro-
Schoenbrun. attention to the gram and
“It  started 59 the film
small and has announcements program
growl'liﬁ lolll(." despite the
acker _ fact  that
also has great Teacher Raf ael film  stu-
hopes. Hernandez dents and
“When we a journal-
set but to do ism  stu-

Shark TV, our main focus
was to provide the students
with an announcement sys-
tem that was more engag-

dent is involved. Film and
journalism teacher Rachel
Stowell advises the group
of students and basically

acts as the program’s pro-
ducer. Stowell is optimistic
about Shark TV and be-
lieves the students involved
have done very well. She

to be expected whenever
you try something new.”
Shark TV has broadcasted
twice as of the printing of
this issue of the newspa-

has been « per. The
supportive “] hope that Shark program
of Shark TV . broad-
since its con- TV is able to casts on
ception. Tuesdays

BI thought make students over the
it was a great more inv01Ved in internet
idea,” said site Vi-
Stowell.“Is  the school” meo. The
a big under- . group
taking.” 3 . hopes that

Stowell is -Senior Davis they will
also pleased be able to
with the ef- Thacker continue
fort the stu- to broad-
dents have cast on

put into the new broadcast
journalism program.

“I'm so proud of the stu-
dents,” said Stowell. *I

think they’ve done a great
job so far. There have been
some rough spots, but that’s

Tuesdays for the rest of the
school year. The program is
currently a mix of comedy
and announcements. The
group is "unsure whether
it will try to become more
humorous or more informa-

DO WORK: Members of the Student Environmental Association collect old electrical equipment and pose for a photo at an E-Waste collection in January.

Papa Jacks Skate Park in

By Lexie Kelly
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

n December 15%,

2010, the Malibu

City  Council

was given a
termination notice on the
lease of Papa Jacks Skate
Park. The loss of this park
will most certainly have
an effect on the Malibu
community,

With the lease terminated,
the Park has 90 days to
vacate the site. On January
26", 2011, an extension
was placed in order for the
City of Malibu to come up
with a committee to find a
new permanent place for
the popular skate park.

Papa Jacks Skate Par is
a 10,000 square fq_ol skate
area with various ramps and
other obstacles including

Search of New Home

some quarter pipers, a
pyramid, and some ledges.
The park is open to the

six-acre land.
The land, according to
Soboroff, would become

Malibu public year-round. a 24, 000-square-foot
Anyone  from in-line Whole Foods, including
roller skaters, bikers, to several retail stores and
skateboarders res]t;m;/[tsi'b

are  allowed - e Malibu
to use the To son?e skat Parks and
facilities. ers IOSII'lg the Recreation
Malibu’s Parks - p Department,
and Recreation Park comes which  has
Departmenthas : been renting
bee}; renting ata Very hlgh the area for the
the area for the gt Skate Park for

park with no
charge.

Developer
and owner
of the area
of which the
Skate Park rests, Steve
Soboroff, submitted '
An application to the
Malibu City Council in
May in order to develop the

no charge, has
been planning

as late as 2008

to develop a

new skate park

for the Malibu
Community.

Parks and Recreation

Director Bob  Sallings

announced recently that
a committee would be set

up in order to consider the
formation of a new skate
park in the city.

The department is
optimistic about its chances
of finding a new and

For some skaters who
have been loyal to Papa
Jacks Skate Park since
its development in 2000,
losing the park comes at a
high cost. The loss of the

permanent . park  will
spot for the Ap extension certainly
skate park. . be felt in
“They have Was placed in the Malibu
to take all the . community.
ramps  out Order for the City B‘ﬂt
by October s with  the
this  year, of Malibu to find low level
but they got g new site for the facilities
an extension and the
for  the Papa Jacks Skate possibility
end of the ofanewand
year,” said Park more open
senior CJ location,
Keossaian, to idea of

“A Whole Foods will be a new park does is very
built in two years. They highly regarded.

were thinking of moving
it near the Malibu Public
Library.”

Still, losing the Park is
bittersweet for some of
Malibu High’s most avid

tive.

Stowell would like the
program to become more
visual.

So far the program has
focuséd largely on sports
events and ASB sponsored
events. The Shark TV crew
wanted to both inform stu-
dents and excite them about
upcoming school events.

The school’s reception of
Shark TV is currently un-
clear.

Teacher Rafael Hernan-
dez is definitely supportive
of Shark TV.

“I think it’s really cool,”
said Hemandez. “Kids
seem to like it and the visu-
als make the kids actually
listen and pay attention to
the announcements.”

- Senior Ren Martinez, as
well as Hernandez, enjoys
Shark TV.

“I think 1t is a great new

development,” said Marti-

skaters.

Many of the skaters from
Papa Jacks Skate Park
will remember their fond
memories of the park and
their time spent there.

“We had a camp out at
Papa Jacks one night. There
was a gnarly water balloon
fight midway through the
night, but it was pretty
great,” said junior Jackson
Winner.

Papa Jacks may be gone
by the end of the year. But
its memory will be left with
those who truly grew up in
the skate park.

“It sucks but, hey, its good
that we’re still going to
have a skate park, it is just
to bad that ‘we have to say
goodbye to Papa Jacks,”
Keossaian.






