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New Super-
intendent to
be Chosen for

SMMUSD

By Josh Corrigan
BEYOND MALIBU EDITOR

t the end of this

semester,  the

current  super-

intendent of
the Santa Monica Unified
School District, Tim Cuneo
will retire.

Superintendent Tim Cu-
neo is going to retire in
June after two and a half
years.

Cuneo originally was in
retirement after ~ already

serving as superintendent. finding_out ahout-who. ap-=
= for

at another
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Board of The effects of budget cuts

Education, who then asked
him to stay for a couple
more years.

Now that those couple
years have passed, the
search for new superinten-
dent is already under way.

Whichever lucky applicant
is chosen, as his long-term
replacement, will start their
services on July 1st.

Parents, the community
and staff members have al-
ready discussed what type
of superintendent they want
and think would be the best
for the school district with
member of the district who
will make the final deci-
sion.

The district has placed ad-
vertisements in EdCal and
they hopefully will attract
many applicants who will

& .

provide variety of possible
choices.

The final decision of who
will be the next superinten-
dent is the responsibility of
the committee and the board
of education to choose who
they think is the best pos-
sible superintendent.

The decision makers have
set up a “closed” selection
process, which means or-
dinary citizen and another
districts will not know the
applicants.

This stops people froi
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are bound to continue, es-
pecially if Governor Jerry
Brown’s new budget fails
to pass in the state senate.

If his new budget man-
ages to passes, would
add virtually no new cuts
to the education budget,
but ‘will continue the cuts
former Governor Amold
Schwarzenegger had al-
ready placed.

Although this does not
sound as good as it actually
is, if this budget does not
passed, schools can expect
to see millions of more dol-
lars cut.

Continued on page
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School Starting and Ending
Dates to Change in 2012

By Cameron Hart
FEATURES EDITOR

any high

schools across

the  country

currently

end their first semester in

December, right at winter
break.

Students take their final

exams and then relax during
the break. However, Malibu
High has always ended its
first semester after winter
break in January.

Students, families, and
faculty have different
opinions about the best time
for the semester to end.

However, Malibu High
School will be making

FEATURES

Lexie Kelly reviews
and compares local ice
cream vendors.

the change to end its first
semester at winter break by
the 2012-2013 school year.
School will start one
week earlier for each of
the next two years to make
the change a more gradual
process.
Winter break is meant to
be a time in which students
can take a break from school

work and spend some time
with family and friends.
However, students lose
that valuable time if they are
working on a project that is
due at the end of the break
or if they are preparing for
final exams which are just a
few weeks after going back
...continued on page 2
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alibu  Unified School
District  the Enhancing
[Education ‘Through

[Technology ~ Competitive
Grant.
The money given through

. [this grant is supposed to be

used to enhance the learning
land make the teaching
experience easier within
the classroom through the
use of new technology.

“The district is getting
$250,000 to buy technology

..continued from page
one...to school.

“I think ending the
emester at winter break
is a good thing because I
orget everything in those

o weeks,” said senior
olin Branham.

The weeks just before
nal exams are some of the
ost stressful of the year
or many students.
Students are going full
throttle and staying up until
midnight or later trying to
pull good grades in their
iclasses.

Then, in the middle of the
chaos, there is a two week
long break. The kids on
break get a little lazy and
|sleep in until two in the
afternoon, and go to bed
whenever they feel like
it, only to have to go back
onto  their really intense
Ischedules that they were on
before break. It is for this
reason that some people
oppose having winter break

Werk It Wednesdays.”

Education Grants Brings New

Technology to Malibu

to increase the use of
assessment in day-to-day
instruction,a way to provide
teachers with on-going data
tomeasure student progress,
and to develop the use of
technology for what's called
formative assessment,” said
teacher and user of the new
technology given through
this grant Adam Panish.

It is designed to advocate
higher  learning  and
encourage students. Five
teachers from  Malibu
High; Elisabeth Flohr,
Julia Cherie Hoos, Ari
Jacobs, Andy Meyer and
Panish are receiving these
funds, These teachers will
learn from the technology
provided and use this

before final exams.
“Ending first semester
at the break mimics what
goes on at colleges. It will
be great for teachers and

knowledge to assist their
peers.

The teachers will use
new SMART Wireless
Slates, SMART Interactive

Response  Systems, and
Lap tops or LCD projectors
if needed.

Forty student responders
will be included as well
to help increase class
participation and provide
the teacher with instant
feedback. Classes held
by professionals will be
provided to these five
teachers so they will later be
able to assist other teachers
when they receive the same
technology.

“I'm looking forward to
using it in class. I see at

School District both start
and end their school year
before MHS. This means
that summer break begins
for other schools before

students,” said teacher Malibu High.
Brian “Many
Corrigan. “T 1: summer
Furthermore, I like hav- opportunities
starting school ing the break start  before
two  weeks our  school
calier  will before finals  year ends”
give teachers . said Principal
extra time to DECAUSE it Mark Kelly.
repare their z : Students
RPP students gives me time can miss out
for the AP to study” on camps or
exams in classes that
May. Teachers take place at
often have to -Senior Connor  the beginning
rush through . : of  summer
material gto Hannlgan because they
makeupforthe are still in
lost time due school.

to Malibu High's late start
in September, compared to
many other school which
start in August.

The majority of schools in
the Santa Monica Unified

There are also students
who believe it is a good
thing to have a break before
finals.

“I like having the break
before finals because it

least two positives from it:
keeping students actively
engaged, and getting instant
feedback as to whether
students are understanding
whatever is going on in
the classroom, so I know
whether I can move forward
or whether there needs to
be further clarification”
said Panish.

In order to receive this
grant, the school and school
district had to submit an
application, which was
reviewed by a panel.

The application was then
scored and ranked against
other competitors. The
top scoring applicants,
including Malibu High,
were awarded funds.

gives me time to study for

all the exams,” said senior

Connor Hannigan.

The break can help students -
feel relaxed enough to give

one final push at the end

of the semester to pull off
the grade they are seeking

in their classes. Some

students take advantage of
all the free time over break
and actually study for their
upcoming exams.

Other students do not like
the change in dates because
students will be missing out
on the best weather of the
summer.

Senior Brandon Tran
does not like the change in
dates because he believes
he will have to be in school
during the nicest days of
the year.

“August is when summer
is actually nice,” said Tran.

The debate over when the
best time to end the first
semester could go on for
quite some time. Despite

In order to receive funds,
there must be an approved
technology plan established
by the county. This plan is
funded money from *“No
Child Left Behind” as well
as the “American Recovery

and Reinvestment Act”
passed by the federal
government.

Although many are
excited about the potential
of new technology in
the classroom, some ask
whether the government
should be spending this
money. Malibu High lacks
some basic instructional
material such as adequate
numbers of certain
textbooks.

2011-2012 School Year to Start in
August Rather than September

mixed views, Malibu High
will be jumping on the
bandwagon and will have
first semester come to an
end before winter break
starting during the 2012-
2013 school year.

In just a few years, the
transition will be made and
students will have not have
to worry about tests during
their break.

However, every action has
a reaction, and in this case
it means that school will
have to start during August
instead of early September.
Some students will have a
little bit of time taken off
of their summer vacation
during one year in order
for the school schedule to
change.

As much as students
will dislike losing a small
portion of their summer,
the change has to begin
somewhere.

'WERK IT!: Left, Seniors Staffan Edenholm, James Burnett and Austin Daniels perform during lunch on Wednesday. Right, students watch performers during
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Local Bookstore Diesel Closes after
Rent Increase and Legal Battle

By Carolyn Pushaw
OPINION EDITOR

fter lasting
seven years as a
fixture in Cross
Creek, Diesel
Bookstore is closing; the
latest in a string of closures
that is damaging Malibu’s
“laid-back™ atmosphere.
As an independent
bookstore, Diesel offered
a unique environment for
bibliophiles, but also had
difficulties maintaining
sufficient profits in its
Malibu location.

The increasingly high rent
in the area, which many
of the more expensive
stores in Cross Creek can
afford, contributed to the
store’s closing. In order to
attract wealthy tourists, the
landlords are hiking up the
rents and selling many of the
available properties in the
shopping center to upscale
stores, as evidenced by the
recent construction of the
Malibu Lumber Yard.

The landlords have

also come under fire for
purportedly  threfitening
the owners of Diesel into
closing the store through
legal action.

“When they refused to
leave, the new landlords
took them to court for two
years and tried to bury
them in legal fees,” said an
anonymous source who has
connections to the store.

Although the owners,
John Evan and Alison Reid,
were victorious in these
legal battles, they still had
to pay exorbitant legal fees,
and the dwindling profits
at Diesel were simply not
enough to keep the store
running.

The extensive construction
work at Cross Creek was a
major contributing factor
in this lack of business, as
it limited easy access to the
store by making it more
difficult to park as well as
diminishing the aesthetic
qualities of the area. At
first glance, it was difficult
to tell if Diesel was open
during the construction,

thus discouraging potential
clients, particularly tourists
who may not have known
about the store.

“The construction,
combinedwithlegal feesand
inflated rent, helped force
Diesel out of business,”
said an anonymous source.
“The owners weren't
even informed about [the
construction]  before it
started.”

This changing ambience
was particularly damaging
to a bookstore which had
built its reputation on being
an intellectual yet relaxing
place, as there was a shift
from a calm atmosphere
that was conducive to
reading and browsing
through books to one that
encouraged shoppers to
leave as soon as possible to
free themselves of the dust,
barricades, and difficult
parking situation.

“Even though I usually
buy books online, I still
loved the atmosphere,” said
Stevie Johnson, a former
Malibu High student.

pne....

SMMUSD really needs
hn excellent superintendent
o guide the district through
theses rough times without
oo much damage to the
quality of the education.
This is rough time for the
kchool and without a good
buperintendent the district
tould suffer substancetion-
plly.

Principal Mark Kelly
baid, “The school district
heeds someone who can
really navagate through
these very difficult finicial
limes, someone who is able
o navigate the very tricky
bolitics of the communi-
ties of Santa Monica and
Malibu, and someone who

hard on the district due to
Cuts in state funding and the

Continued from page.

SMMUSD in the
Process of Choosing
New Superintendent

layoffs that the schools had
to endure.

In 2010, 2.4 billion dollars
were cut from the budget
for public schools in the

state  of be re-
California placed.
e 1 Cuneo may not be placed.
dreds of the only member of when
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Foran’s terms are also ex-
piring in June.

The fates of their careery

at SMMUSD will be deter
mined by an election among|
the citizens of the distric
and at least one of them wil

in the election again.

The board of educatior
had already elected a new|
president and vice presi
dent this year.

The district may be expe
riencing some big changes
for next year’s school year,|

Hopefully, the district’y
newcomers can deal with
the tough budget and pre{
vent futher layoffs.

The loss of this
independent book store is
just another tally mark in
the long list of businesses
that have gone under in
recent years, depriving
Malibu of stores that sell
necessary items in order
to make room for high-end
fashion boutiques.

“Just like residents have
to leave Malibu to find a
hammer, they will now have
to leave to buy a book,”
said junior Madi Felman,
who worked at Diesel and
is currently an employee at
the company’s Brentwood
location.

“This is the third bookstore
to go out of business in
Malibu in the past 20
years.”

This comes as amajor blow
to bibliophiles in the area,
who are forced to drive for
30 minutes or even more to
reach a bookstore.

Those who do not visit
bookstores frequently are
also adversely affected if
they have a last-minute
need for a book.

“It was a great one-stop
shop if you needed a book
for class,” said Johnson.

Other local businesses,
although they have not been
forced to close, are fleeing
Cross Creek and other
shopping centers in Malibu
for similar reasons. The
increase in rent has been
particularly destructive.

According to the Malibu
Times, the monthly rent
for one business, Malibu
Business &  Shipping
Center, jumped from
$14,000 in 2002 to $22,000
in 2010. The company was
forced to move out of its
ideal location near Ralph’s
to one farther down PCH.

Diesel is looking to
accomplish a similar move,
as the owners are trying
to reestablish the store’s
Malibu branch soon.

“They are hoping to
reopen by the end of spring
if possible,” said Felman.
“But it is more likely,
assuming they can find a
new location, that it will
open sometime later this

year,”

It is currently unclear
what future is in store for
the empty storefront that
housed Diesel. Michael
Koss, the owner of the
Malibu Country Mart, has
recently confirmed that an
upscale New York clothing
store, Rubin Chappelle,
will establish a branch in
a space near Toy Crazy,
but has not announced any
plans for this now vacant
location,

As local businesses
continue to go under, only
to be replaced by boutiques
catering to the ultra-rich
that fail to address the day-
to-day needs of ordinary
Malibuites, the relaxed
environment of this quiet
beach side community is

gradually changing.
“I hope the shock of
[Diesel’s  closure]  will

encourage the community
tosupport local independent
stores to help keep them in
business,” said Felman.
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THE RENT IS TOO DANG HIGH: The effects of hig
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h rents in the Malibu Colony are be-

ing felt. Diesel bookstore was forced to close this month after the store owners could no longer
pay the high rents.
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Cheerleading Team Heads to National
Championships

By Hannah Horton
STAFF WRITER

n many cases, people

may view cheerlead-

ing as just a sideshow

during other sports
games and matches. In the
last few years, however,
cheerleading has gained
more regonition as a sport
at Malibu High and in then
general althletic commu-
nity.

Cheerleading has its own
competitions  and
its own champi-
onships. Cheer-
leading is a
sport.

AtMalibu High
school, the squad
has made quite a
name for themselves.

Just recently, the squad,
led by teacher Melissa An-
dino, made a huge victory.

The Malibu High School
Cheer Team won the West
Coast Championship at
Universal Studios.

The win came as a shock
to several of the team mem-
bers..

“We were really excited
to win! I mean, the girls
had a great routine, but we
didn’t expect to win.” said
Andino.

In fact, most of the players
on the squad had the same
reaction, such as cheerlead-
er Ysidora Bravo, who said
she believed their chances
were about fifty-fifty.

Bravo believed the com-
petition and the work lead-
ing up to the competition to
be nerve racking and a lot
of fun.

Jade Collins-Parnell, a
freshman on the squad, said
that she did not expect to
win the championship due
to the small size of their
team, and the apparent
strength of the competitors.

“We looked up videos of
the other teams and, I mean,
they were re-
ally good,”
said

Jade.
It is
safe to
say that
the girls
on the
squad
were
and
are
ex-
hila-
rated to
. have won.
As ’ far as what
the rest of the
season has in store, they
are getting ready for the
next pep rally and they are
working on a routine for
nationals.
This involves a lot of more
work from everybody and
more intense practices in

able to get ready for the big
competition,

Nationals are in Las Vegas
on April 15th and 16th. The
team views at least placing
as a great accomplishment.

“Of course, the ultimate
goal is to win first.” said
Andino.

After the competition,
they will start looking for-
ward to next year and work
on recruiting more cheer-
leaders.

Goals for the rest of the
season include to work
harder as a team, an up-
lift in school spinit, and
to strengthen their bonds
within the team even more
than they already have.

Along with the pep rally,
which will 'be on March
25th, the squad has been
attending and cheering at
such events as track meets
to show support for our
schools other sports.

The majority of the squad
believes that Malibu High
is lacking in school spirit.
They believe that this lack
of school spirit makes their
job difficult.

The cheerleading team
intends to change this situ-
ation.

“We want to work harder
as a team to make the schaol
more spirited.” said Jade.

The team hopes that by

* cheering at other sport’s

games and participating
in events like “Werk it
Wednesday”, they can get

their fellow students to be
more excited and pumped-
up for school achievements,
both athletic and academic.
Hopefully the squad’s ef-
forts will align with the
feelings of other people at-
tending our school and peo-
ple can show their support
and energy at all sports
It's commonly expressed
among the squad that the
chemistry between the team
members was always good,
but now that everybody
knows each other so well,
their relationships have

i ; e
GO MALIBU!: Malibu's award winning cheerleading teams cheers at a basketball game

grown even closer.

“They have all bonded
so much and actually treat
each other like sisters, they
always have each other’s
back which is really cool”
said Andino.

Because they spend so
much time together, they
have become able to trust
each other, which create a
very positive environment
for the squad, therefore
strengthening their abil-
ity altogether. Bravo spoke
about, they are all pretty
much best friends and they

all know each other very
well.

“It’s really good, I mean,
I can talk to any of them
about anything. Any prob-
lem that I have I can talk
to them.” said Collins-Par-
nell.

The bonds of the squad
are extremely strong which
is highly likely to improve
their chances to compete.

Sexting Present Among Middle
School Students

By Lexie Kelly
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

he world has
entered into a
new stage of
technology.
The advancements in

technology is changing
the way humans learn,
understand and  most

importantly, communicate.
There has been no other
technological advancement
so extreme to further this
than the invention of the
telephone in 1876. Now,
over hundred years later,
the technology has evolved
into the point where
everyone in first, second,
and third world countries
has one.

The advancement in
communications has
spurned revolutions, with
the entire Egyptian revolt
accredited by a Facebook

up.

But not all advancements

are good.
With communication
through text increasing,

it is no surprise that the
average age of children

with cell phones - is
lowering. Although
constant  communication

can be beneficial to
younger  children, this
new development has also
created issues in our modern
and newly technological
society: one such issue is
‘sexting’.

Sexting is generally
considered to be sending
sexual messages or photos
to another person through
an  electronic  device,
usually a cell phone.

A joint study by the
National Campaign
to Prevent Teen and
Unplanned Pregnancy and
“Cosmo Girl” suggests that
20% of teens (ages 13-19)
and 33% of young adults
(ages 20-26) have shared
nude or semi-nude pictures
of themselves either via
text or by posting online.
Teen girls are slightly
more likely to do this
than boys and 11% of
the young teen girls
(ages 13-16) admit to
sexting.
~The middle school
administration claims

that sexting is not an issue

among middle school
students at  Malibu
Middle School.

They claim that if
mobile devices are
used  negatively,
they are generally
used to bully other
students.

Some middle

school  students,”
who would
like to remain

anonymous, admit
to sexting or
hearing about
sexting.

“I've
seen

stuff ‘on Facebook,” said
an anonymous student.

“Some of m

friends sen
stuff to their
boyfriends
because
they  trust
them, but it
can be very

dangerous.”

According to Middle -

School Principal
Wendy Wax-Gellis, the
administration has never
had a problem with sexting
on campus.

Some underage sexers,
none of whom attend MHS,
have been charged with
the possession of child
pornography. Most of these
charges have stemmed
from student use of the
online social network site
Omegle.

Omegle is a social net
working site. It is a website
for talking to strangers
around the globe via online
chat. The site allows a one-
on-one chat ‘windows’
between two people with
the option of a camera
and speaker. For parents,
unfortunately, there are no
restrictions on age or any
other user characteristic.
Although the site tries to
block spam, the amount
of graphic images has
increased since the sites
creation.

“I have been harassed
on [Omegle], to the extent

where I have had to
change my mumber,” said
“A." a middle school girl
who chooses to remain
anonymous.

Students, however, have
been worried about charges
about being convicted for
the possession of child
pornography.

“It is like a horror story,”
said “A.” “You hear about
kids getting caught with
pictures of their boyfriends
or girlfriends and getting
charged for it like it’s a
crime.”

This punishment might
seem extreme but might be
necessary. If these students
were indeed asking to
be seen older than they
should also be prepared for
punishment equal one an
adult would face.

The administration
says that sexting is not
a prevalent problem at
Malibu High School. More
significant issues rise in the
amount of cyber bullying
over the past years and drug
use.






