Volume XV, Issue VII
30215 Morning View Drive .

Malibu, California 90265

MALIBU HIGH SCHOOL

(310) 457-6801 ext. 74212 .

June 2011

MHSCurrent@yahoo.com

ASB Elections
Result in Run
Off Elections

By Carolyn Pushaw
OPINION EDITOR

he results are
finally in for

this year’s
gripping ASB
elections, which have
defied previous school

traditions and resulted in
the implementation of some
unorthodox solutions.

As students waited
breathlessly for the results
in their second period
classes after the ballots
were counted, they were
surprised to hear current

ASB  president Ryan state of affairs.
Brown skip over the winner “We felt that we each
for sophomore president. had different strengths, so
& hMany together we
ought it would - be
mziyg nave — We’'venever had pener able
e ooy 2 tie; andthisyears'o, pom.
mistakeuntil ? S*y “=" “the duties of
the exciting e have two” this.. office
news that to benefit
two of the the student
candidates, -ASB Advisor Andy body  as
Jane Sidley much as
and Hayley Me)’er possible,”
Haag, had said newly
tied was elected co-
broadcast president
over the PA Baglietto.
system. “Malibu
Brown then followed High School has been
this revelation up with a great asset to me both
an even more shocking emotionally and spiritually,

announcement: Maddy
Rotman and Drake
Baglietto had also tied in
their campaign for ASB
president.

“We’ve never had a tie,
and this year we have two,”
said a visibly surprised
Andy Meyer, the advisor for
ASB. “I counted the votes
three times, and I had my
wife count them. It came
out to 178 each exactly.”

Meyer’s thoroughness
should clear up any
lingering doubts held by
students, suspicious of the
simultaneous ties, that the
election was somehow
rigged or the votes were
miscounted.

While the chances of
having two exact ties
are extremely low, this
incident was merely a
strange coincidence that
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led to a unique set of
circumstances; namely, the
first-ever election of ASB
co-presidents.

“There is nothing in
the  Student  Council
constitution that provides
for a tie, so Dr. Kelly and
I had a long talk with the
two candidates and it was
decided to make them co-
presidents,” said Meyer.
The presidents themselves,
who reportedly suggested
the idea as neither wanted to
participate in a runoff after
their stressful campaigns,
seem excited about the new

and I feel inclined to give
back to this wonderful
community which has done
so much for me.”

Baglietto’s enthusiasm
combined with Rotman’s
experience as junior class
president, which included
the challenging tasks of
organizing Masque and
prom, should prove to be a
winning combination in the
year to come.

“[Having co-presidents
is] new, it’s never been
done before, but I think
Drake and I have a good
understanding of what we
both want for the class
and for the school next
year,” said Rotman. “It will
definitely be a really good
experiment.”

Along with their stellar
team of senior...continued
on page three..... :
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See photos from
Prom, Decades Day
and "Evita.”

By Carley Sedlak
STAFFWRITER

he many stickers
proclaiming “Stop
the  bulldozers!
Saye the Lagoon!”
are impossible to miss.
But if somehow they have
been missed, the many
news articles, city council
meetings, and protests also

carry the same message
and convey the controvery
surrounding the Malibu
Lagoon Restoration and
Enchancement Project. This
highly protested project
is due to bring bulldozers
into the lagoon to begin the
reconstruction.

In 1983, State Parks dug
shallow channels off of
the main creek, creating
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Lagoon roject
Prompts Protest

the  artificial  lagoon.
These channels have led
to poor circulation in the
lagoon, causing sediment
that would otherwise get
released through intertidal
action or storms to become
trapped within the lagoon.
The high amount of
nutrients left in the lagoon
lead to a condition called
eutrophication. This

condition causes oxygen-
depleting algal blooms that
harm the wildlife of the
lagoon. The city of Malibu,
which 1s held responsible
for water quality at the
lagoon and Surfrider Beach,
spends large amounts of
money to clean water that
reaches the lagoon.
Continued  on
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Construction at Malibu Lagoon

Prompts Protest and Controversy

Continued from Page

Over the years since the
lagoons construction,
!ocals have complained
incessantly about the poor
job done to create it and
demand that something
must be down to fix the
poor water quality.

As a solution, the Malibu
Lagoon Restoration and
Enhancement Project was
introduced.

The two-part project, led
by Heal the Bay, the Santa
Monica Bay Commission
and State Parks &
Recreation, to improve
the Malibu Lagoon began
in 2008, when the first
phase, reconstructing the
parking lot to be more
environementally friendly,
was completed.

In October, the second

During a city council
meeting, he was removed
in order to calm down.
City council has refused
to take an official stance
on the issue, and instead
remain neutral.

To fight back against the
rising passions, proponents
of the project have made a
video that declared “the
lagoon is sick.”

The video then interviews
a panel of experts about the
facts and myths involving
the project.

For students at Malibu
High, it is not always as
easy to choose a side.

Junior Paige Schwimer
saids “[the project] will be
terrible, it wasn’t a natural
lagoon to begin with.”

The project will help
the water to be safer for
everyone, and Schwimer

phase received said that “the
the necessary animals will
permits live healthier
to begin ¢ 3 lives.”
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improve the water quality,
reverse the eutrophication
process and oxygenate the
water.

Opponents argue that
the  reconstruction is
unnecessary and harmful.

A test of the waters found
that the majority of the
pollution in the lagoon was
the bird fecal matter, not
human.

One of the reasons given
for the project was the
necessity to help reduce the
pollution in the water, so
this makes many skeptical.

They also protest the use
of bulldozers.

Surfers fear that Malibu’s
famous three-point wave
at Surfrider Beach may be
damaged by the changed
shape of the lagoon.

In June, when beach
traffic clogs Pacific Coast
Highway, the construction
will also add to this buildup
and could possibly hurt
tourism to the beach.

The animals that have
called the lagoon home
for the last thirty years
will be displaced and and
this could case local bird
and marine populations to
suffer.

Tensions runs deep over
the issue in the entire city.

Andy Lyon, a third
generation Maliburesident,
has taken a very active
stand against the project.

may be a larger effect on
the environment then we
know now.

Junior Andy Borenzweig
argues that reshaping
the lagoon can cause
detrimental damage to
Surfrider beach.

“I’s a really famous
surf break and its very
important to the culture of
Malibu” Borenzweig said.
However, not everyone
opposes the project.

Sophomore Eden Concoff
believes that dredging the
lagoon and reshaping it to
correct water flow issues is
necessary.

“The fact is, it will
improve the water quality,
which is some of the worst
right now” Concoff said.

“I don’t think any of
the opposition is strong
enough. It’s dirty water, it
was man-made, and we’re
reshaping it,” she said.

With raising tensions,
the project forges ahead
against tides of protests.
Theproject will mostlikely
continue on as planned
due to its heavy amount
of support from large,
influential organizations.
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WHAT HAS CHANGED?: Another photo of the Malibu Lagoon durinng.

LAWGRO

Sidlezy




THE CURRENT
June 2011

NEWS

By Lexie Kelly
[CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR

alibu is no
stranger
to Greg
Mortenson,
the humanitarian, Noble
Peace Prize nominee, and
puthor of the New York
limes bestseller Three Cups
bf Tea.

Mortenson, before the
Eﬁumam'talian, professional
peaker, or writer, was
the former mountaineer.
Lost on the infamous K2
bf Pakistan in 1996, the
world’s  second highest
ountain, Mortenson was
upposedly involved in a
Fescue mission for a fellow
Climber and abducted by
the Taliban for eight days.
He was allegedly released
hnd nursed back to health
by the small village of
Korphe.
This is where Mortenson’s
ktory begins, as described
n his book, Three Cups of
7ea. The title of the book is
fneant to reference to a Balti
proverb: “The first time you
khare tea with a Balti, you
pre a stranger. The second
ime you take tea, you are
hn honored guest. The third
lime you share a cup of tea,
you become family.”
Mortenson recounts
ktumbling upon the village
hnd being welcomed and
cared for by the villagers.
He swore, then, according
o his account, that he
would create a school for
the children of Korphe,
when  he  supposedly
baw some boys and girls
Hrawing figures in the dirt
with sticks.
“It is a beautiful story,
but it is a lie,” said author
Jon Krakauer, who claims

that Mortenson’s  story
s either false or widely
Exaggerated.

Despite the obvious
flaws in the story, such as
the fact that the Taliban
Hid not exist in Pakistan in
1996, Krakauer points out
that entire beginning of the
book must be fabricated.
Mortenson is not unknown
fo Malibu High School. He
s the founder of the charity
“Pennies for Peace.” This
fs an international service-
earning program to allow
kchoolchildren to  donate
pennies to  help build
bchools and provide an
Education for those who are
ess fortunate.

Pennies for Patients and
the Central Asia Institute
CAI), also foundedby
Mortensen, hold the
otto that to empower
ities of Central

Previous Visitor
to Malibu High,
Greg Morten-
son, Implicated
in Scandal

a visit the Malibu High in
order to promote his book|
while speaking to the high
school on the importance off
international education.

The City of Malibu, in
response to what Mortense;
brought to Malibu, chos

Three Cups of Tea for it
month long “One Book
One City” program. But
in recent months, there ha
been growing skepticis
over Mortenson’s tale an
organizations.

In fact, Mortenson an
CAI will be facing a clas
action lawsuit accusing hi
of fraud, deceit, and civi
racketeering.

In an  extensive
investigation peace don
by “Sixty Minutes,”
Mortenson was reveale
to have lied about he firs
found the Korphe villag
and his claims about bein
abducted by the Taliban
also false.

CAI is accused of fundin,
book terms for Mortenson
not the institutions
of education that th
organization so readily
claims.

Krakauer also accused
Mortenson of utilizing CAl
funds as his “personal ATM
machine.”

Mortenson allegedly lied
about the origins of his
school-building  project
lied about the number of
schools he’s built, lied about
how much time he spendy
in Afghanistan, lied about
his financial relationship
with his charity, lied abou!
how much he pays himself,
lied about his “kidnapping’
in 1996.

He even lied about the fac
that schools are mainly inf
relatively peaceful parts of
Pakistan and Afghanistan
according to Krakauer.
Krakauer is not the only]
critique of Mortenson’s
work.

Three Cups of Tea
constructs a misleading|
narrative of terror in which|
the realities of Northern)
Pakistan and  Muslim|
life-worlds are distorted|
through simplistic tropes of]
ignorance, backwardness
and extremism, while]
histories of US geopoliticg
and violence are erased,”
said South Asian scholaf
and anthropologist
Nosheen Ali.

Mortenson recently
released a  statemen
claiming that he will stan
by his book and refuse:
to meet Krakauer for
interview.

High School Musical,
“EVITA,” Brings Music
to Malibu

By Caroline Kaufman
EDITOR IN CHIEF

‘ ‘ [The musical ‘Evita’]
was the culmination
of so many years of
work and I was very

proud of the production and
the people that I shared the
stage with,” said senior and
lead of “Evita,” Ren Mar-
tinez.

but returned to our stage to
perform in “Evita.”

Che narrates the musical
as we follow Evita back to
1934; Eva is only 15 and
already involved in her first
love affair.

From this affair, Eva has
many others that bring al-
low her to enter the upper
classes of society and in-

crease her

This was the ¢« z social pow-
st Malibs  LEVita] was the socilP
High School culmination of Soon Eva
performance becomes in-
ﬁr seniors SO IMany years volved with

artinez, Juan Peron
Charlotte of work and I and he is
Van Ireland “elected”
and Staffan was very p roud President of
Edenholm.  of the PI'OdUC- Argentina
“Evita: the - in 1946.
Musical” tells  t101. Eva begins
the story of a tour of the
Eva  Peron, world, but
?er rise to -Senior Ren Mar- is snubbed
ame and . by the Eng-
power  and finez liZh mcrg}-
her relation- archy and
ship with does not
Argentinean receive the
President attention
Juan Peron. she hoped for.

The musical begins~in a
cinema in Buenos Aires on
July 26, 1952.

During the movie, Eva
Peron’s death is announced.
Those in the audience at the
cinema mourn Eva’s death
with tears and a song.

During their grief, we are
introduced to Che, a major
figure of the Cuban Revo-
lution and a clear critic of
Eva.

Che was played by Mi-
chael Stahler, an alumnus
from Malibu High.

Stahler graduated in 2008

Throughout her travels,
Che challenges Eva and
asks her what she has done
for the middle and lower
classes.

Eva develops stomach
cancer and is unable to
continue her tour and must
return home to die slowly
and painfully.

“Evita” was led by per-
formances from Martinez,
Edenholm, Van Ireland and
Edenholm who played the
part of Juan Peron.

Martinez found the role of
Eva challenging and inter-

esting.

“It is always interesting
to play a real person,” said
Martinez.

“But, in a way it is harder
because there is added re-
sponsibility, but in a way
it is easier because there's
added authenticity.”

Martinez feels that this

make sure we were locked
on with the singers on
stage. But technically, the
music wasn'’t too difficult.”

Despite some of the dif-
ficulties of the music and
singing, the musical was
well received by students,
faculty and parents.

“I liked the choice of the

was the per- musical,” said
fect  char- ¢y 1: senior Blake
acter  with 1 hked the Synder.
ber theare ChOICE Of the Y
career at musical. I’'ve Peron _ before
Malibu High and it was
School. never heard good to learn
“It was a somethin
crazy expe- of Eva Peron new. It was §
Marcineg, Deforeandit e S
“lI feel l%e was gOOd to :3];! II still fgi:l
it was the . e I was able
deepest I've learn something o follow the
gone [inside ’s plot.”
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and it felt re- cal marks the
all der- . d f V
ful \l‘:)onpfal-y -Senior Blake o M e
her.;’u[h Synder Martinez’s
) ough seven year
this play wzﬁ !ong[h career
an  overa in eatre at
success, the very nature of Malibu High.

the musical was difficult.
Almost every line in “Evi-
ta” is sung and must be in
accord with the orchestra
accompanying the actors
and actresses.

This musical held some
difficulties for those in the
pit.

“[Playing the music for
“Evita"] was difficult in the
sense that it never stopped,”
said senior and clarinet

player Sara Mohr.
“They were a lot of quick
time changes. We had to

Martinez is heading off to
University of Southern Cal-
ifornia and intends to major
in popular music perfor-
mance and hopes to minor
in theatre.

Van Ireland is heading to
University of Michigan and
she will pursue a degree in
performing arts.

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL: Malibu High School alumnus Michael Stahler returns to play Che in the spring musical






